




































































~ ISSUED BY — 
OFFICE CHIEF OF AIR CORPS 


WAR DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

















SOIREE S 


























MARCH 31, 1927 








TABLE OF .CONTENTS 
are 16 eee 


Air Corps Maneuvers and Demonstrations . 


‘ e . . 


Captain H.C .Gray Breaks American Altitude Record for Balloons. 


Severe Squall Wrecks Airplanes at Fort Crockett. .. 


Airmen Traveling by Rail Take Out Accident insurance 
The How and Why of the Ceterpillar Club... .... 


Graduation of Students from Primary Flying School. . 
Machine Gun and Bombing Competition at Langley Field 


New Student Class at Primary Flying School ....... 


e 


- 


Death of Lieut, Phillip Frank Cabe)1, Air Corps Reserve. 


Kindley Field Puts. on its Battle Togs .. 1... ee eee 


Night Anti-aircraft Tests. bean es ele 
Airplanes Search for Bandits ... 


. J . , 


. . . ° « . . 


Consolidation of Field Service 

Diwa@ion, Fairfield, 0. . 1. sss. ae a 
Alabama National Guard Air Corps Activities, . 
Landing a DH in the Snow. ..... . ooo a a 
Shasta County Gives a Son in Service of the Nation . 
Airmen at Pope Field Fight Fires .......so-s 
Bull Takes Sudden Dislike to Airplane. ..,. +. ses 
War Department Orders Affecting Air Corps Personnel. 
Air Mail Pilot Wins Harmon Trophy. . ... 6 « © « « 
French Airmen Make Flight to Madagascar. . . . + «+ 
“Ed" Tells about his Job in an Engineering Office. 
Safety in Flying over Mountainous Country, ... » 
Sir Alan Cobham Visits Selfridge Field .....-. 
Air Corps Headquarters Room at New York University 
Notes from Air Corps Fields. .... 


. 


e 


Spétial Study Branch in Field Service ‘bition. oS 
Section with other Sections 





© . * ' e 


. « 85 = 86 


. e@ 87 = 88 
— 88 
88 = 89 


e . © . ° . 


of Materiel 


90 - 91 


sna See 


V-5653, A.C. 





WoL. x 
Infor7 
Air Co 


it 
nautic 
and ot 


T 
with t 
specie 
and Fc 
Field, 
ttack 
tion v 
Obser' 
1 
Fort I 
ceed *% 
- 
enlis’ 
twenty 
The s° 
H.C. | 
AAS=2 
on Ma: 
men w: 
Field 
airpl 
of boi 
this’ 
alry, 
ities 
will 
spare 
: 


parti 
Tallu 
conce 
gram 

attac 
ammnun 
photo 
will 

cludi 


once 
tion 


will 
Group 
will 
then 
Wajor 
liste 


of wh 
large 


early 











VOL, XI AIR CORPS NEWS NO, 4 
Information Division 
air Corps March 31, 1927. 





Munitions Building 
Washington, D.C. 





The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Reguler Army, Reserve Corps, Natienal Guard 
and others connected with aviation. 


m= 000 ene 
AIR CORPS MANEUVERS AND DEMONSTRATIONS 


The Annual Air Force Maneuvers, to be held this year at San Antonio, Texas, 
with the Second Division, will be preceded by a series of demonstrations at the 
special service schools at Fort Benning, Ga.; Forts Riley and Leavenworth, Kansas, 
and Fort Sill, Okla. Planes and pilots from the First Pursuit Group at Selfridge 
Field, Mich., the Second Bombardment Group at Langley Field, Va., and the Third 
itack Group at Fort Crockett, Texas, will participate in the maneuvers, Observa- 
tion will be furnished by the 16th Observation Squadron at Fort Riley and the 12th 
Observation Squadron at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

The denonstration at Fort Benning will be on May 3rd; at Fort Riley on May Sth; 
Fort Leavenworth, May 7th; and Fort Sill, May 9th. Thereafter the units will pro- 
ceed to San Antonio, Texas , to arrive on or about May llth, 

The concentrated air forces will consist of 100 airplanes, 92 officers and 145 
enlisted men. Types of sirplanes will be distributed as follows: thirty pursuit, 
twenty bombardment, twenty attack, seventeen observation and thirteen transports, . 
The staff, consisting of Brigadier-General J.E. Fechet, Army Air Commander; Major 
H.C. Pratt, Chief of Staff; Major John H. Jouett, AAS-1; Major Joseph T. MeNarney, 
AAS-2; Major Carl Spatz, AAS-3; and Captain Ralph H. Wooten, AAS-4, will proceed 
on May lst, witnessing the demonstrations en route to the maneuvers, 

Twelve airplanes from the Third Attack Group with 13 officers and 25 enlisted 
men will proceed eastward from Fort Crockett, via New Orleans, La., and Maxwell 
Field, Montgomery, Ala., to Fort Benning, where they will be met by four pursuit 
airplanes and their complement of officers from Selfridge Field, and a like number 
of bombardment airplanes and personnel from Langley Field. The demonstration at 
this station on May 3rd will be observed by representatives of the Infantry, Cav- 
alry, Field Artillery and Coast Artillery, and is planned to exhibit the possibil- 
ities of attack aviation. Thirty 100-lb. bombs and 200 25-1b. fragmentation bombs 
will be expended in this tactical maneuver. All transportation of personnel and 
spare parts will be effected by air, transport airplanes being used. 

; Upon the accomplishment of the attack demonstration, the planes and personnel 
participating will proceed to San Antonio via Maxwell Field, New Orleans and 
Tallulah, ‘La. 

On May 5th eight attack, eight bombardment and eight pursuit airplanes will be 
concentrated from their respective groups at Fort Riley. At this station the pro- 
gram will include a ground inspection, aerial review, aerial combat by pursuit unit:, 
attack of a convoy and a battery by the attack planes, attack and defense of an 
ammunition dump by bombardment and pursuit, a smoke screen demonstration and a 
photographic demonstration. For the latter exercises, four observation airplanes 
will be furnished from the 16th Observation Squadron, Machine guns and bombs, in- 
cluding sixty 100-1b. demolition, will be expended in carrying out this maneuver. 

As at Fort Benning, the formations compltting their missions will proceed at 
once to the next station, Fort Leavenworth, arriving there for a similar demonstra- 
tion on May 7th, which is to be repeated at Fort Sill on May 9th. 

On May llth, all the units which have participated in these demonstrations 
Will be concentrated at San Antonio, with additional units from the First Pursuit 
Group at Selfridge Field and the 2nd Bombardment Group at Langley Field, which 
will have been moved from their home stations to San Antonio. The maneuvers will 
then take place, ending on May 2ist. 

According to a War Department press release, the 2nd Division, commanded by 
Major-General William D. Conner, is made up of approximately 6500 officers and en- 
listed men, constituting the only regular army division in the United States, all 
of whose units being garrisoned at the same post. San Antonio will witness the 
largest number of planes ever assembled in this country for maneuvers. 

From the time the five score aircraft leave their respective home hangars 
®arly in May until their return well toward the end of the month, 475,000 air miles 
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jn 1921, and from the Balloon and Airship School at Scott Field in 1924, subse r 
ly serving as an instructor at tac letter school, Ne also graduated from tre 2. 
Fiy32g School at Brooks Field, Texas, aud compitted the special course in hoavin- 
than-air observation at the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas, 

in the Gordon Bennett International Balloon Race last year, held at Antwerp, 
felgium, Captain Cray, revresenting the Army Air Corps, won second place when he 
covered a distance of 599 kiloweters. 

mame O10 momen 


SEVERE SQUALL WRECKS AIRPLANES AT FORT CROCKETT 


A squall of intensity and severe proportions suddenly struck Galveston and 
vicinity at 1:06 A.NM.,February 18th, lasting for about +5 miavtes, The storm came 
vithout warning and, in its short lived intensity, caused severe damage to the fly- 
ing equinment of the Third Attack Group. 

Ail tent hangars standing when the squall struck were torn to ribbons by the 
sale. Two Dovglas 0-2 planes of the 8th Attack Squadron were completely wrecked, 
remaining a twisted mass of debris, which was disassembled and shipped to the depot 
Zor major overhaul. Three other 0-2's of this squadron were so bedly damaged as to 
require shipment for complete overhaul, 

Two new Curtiss O-1's of the 60th Service Squadron were badly damaged, both re- 


quiring overhaul at the San Antonio Air Intermediate-Dapot. Of the remaining seven 
planes, all 7 the 90th Attack Squadron, including the Douglas C-1 Transport, a JN-6 
and five O-2's, all were Camaged to some extent, requiring minor repairs befora they 


could be flomm, Sutsequent inspections’ have shown that only three of these planes 


are in proper condition for flying, the others receiving structural damages, such as 
bent Zaselage members, strained fittings, etc. 


The squall was twisting in effect, and its first blast wrecked the tent hangars 
and the ships. inside, tossing them around until completely wrecked, this despite the 
fact that they were secured by lives ty stecl, corckscrew ground stakes, 

The planes of the 90th Attack Squadron faired better, inasmich as they were 
staked in the open, tailed into the wind. Yet they received a severe beating and 


peating against the ground,restlwing in several broken tail skia fittings and beni 
members. 


The "Jenny" took off from the line and ended its solo hop about 100 yards from 


its starting point,hiding on its nose behind the operations office,with its skin 
still whole, 


It was unfortunate that at the time the two new steel hangars had not yet 
reached that stage of completion allowing them to house the airplanes, As a result 
the Attack Group is now carrying on limited training and vrevaratinn for maneuvers 
with only four airplanes available. It is expected to shortly recas.ve, however, 
enough planes to enable the Group's participation in the manevvers as scheduled. 

One lesson derived from the experience is in the fact that upon warning of high 
winds or storms, planes in or near tent hangars. should at once be removed, “Although 
nothing could have been done in this case, because of the sudden striking of the 


storm without warning, it was found that no ships staked outside were as completely . 
wrecked or suffered nearly as much damage as those in tents. | 
=--000—== 


AIRMEN TRAVELING BY RAIL TAKE OUT ACCIDENT INSURANCE 


The above heading would strike the casual. reader as somewhat odd, but, as the 
familiar expression goes,"strange things do happen". Quite.recently Major Frank D. 
Lackland , Commanding Officer of the Third Attack Group and of Fort Crockett , Galves- 
ton, Texas, and Captain Joseph H. Davidson, Overations Officer, left Galveston by 
reil for Fort Benning, Ga., to attend a conference in preparation of a progrars of 
Attack demonstrations for the Infentry Schoot to be held in May. 

This was Captain Davidson's first trip on a railroad in five years, and Major 
Lackland's first one in three years, although both have covered the United States by 
air during those periods, Many members of the Attack Group were in favor of furnish- 
ing an official chaperone and guide to insure the safe conduct and arrival of the 
two officers. 

In making their Pullman reservations, both asked aubacusay regarding tne rela- 
tive safety of upper and lower berths, and before leaving the ticket window Captain 
Davidson slyly took out one week's Trevellers Accident Insurance in view of danger- 
ous travel by mail. Major Lackland fcllcwed suit, fecling that it would be a shame 
if they should be in the same accicent and he ound not ccllect while "Jo" wouid. 
After careful admonitions by friends to call the porter "George" and not to sleep 
in the berth hammocks, the two doughty aviators werc turned over to the graces of 
the train conductor for safe delivery at their destination. 
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THE HOW AND WHY OF THE CATERPILLAR CLUB 


The Caterpiller Club is a mythical orramization in this country which ‘es he4 
anore or less spontaneous growth since the forced jump of Lieutenant Farsle 
Harris in 1922. There seems to be a great deal of uncertainty in regard to “he ex- 
act origin of the Caternillar Club, as a number of people in the nev wapaper gem, as 
well as in the Parachute Unit of the Materiel Division et McCook Ficiu, Deyton, 
Ohio, think they were among the prime movers in establishing this club. 

The clearest story so far obtained on the organization of the Caterpillar Club 
was that it started with a discussion among two Dayton newspaper men, Mr. Morris 
Fucton, reporter, end Verne Timmerman, photographer , “of the Dayton HERALD, and lir, 
MH. St.Clair of the Parachute Unit at McCook Field. This discussion took place 
at the time of Lieut. Harris’ sensational jump.’ The future success of the para- 
chute was foreseen, owing to the success which attended Lieut. Harris' jump froma 
very rapidly falling and disintegrated airplane. The suggestion was made that a 
club should be organized, composed only of people whose lives were saved by the use 
of the parachute when forced to leave an aircraft in flight. Probably the name of 
the Club suggested itself by reason of the fact that the parachute is made of silk, 
a product coming from the caterpillar cocoon, 

The Caterpillar Club is not an organization. .It has no officers, constitution 
or by-laws, As it now stends it simply consists in the'collection of data in re- 
gard to emergency parachute jumps, with a short statement regarding the circumstan. 
ces and a picture of the person saved. These are mounted in the Caterpillar Club 
album and no other formality, except an occasional press notice, is indulged in, 

Ther& are at this writing 39 members of the Caterpillar Club, with a total of 
45 life-saving jumps. Some of the members have made more than one jump, Lieut. 


Frank O'D, Hunter and Lieut. Eugene H, Barksdale (deceased) jumping twice, and Cap', 


Chas. A. Lindbergh, Reserve, using the cnvte on four occasions. 

The 45 jumps mentioned above are divided as follows: 

Army @ir Corps .°) . 6 4 432 

Marine Corps . a 
Wen Gees “ss 6 < *s 
Commerciol .,. 

Air Mail... _— ae wicd: mite ore. | 

The only emblem thus far suggested shows a drawing of.a caterpillar which a 
Dayton painter sketched on the frame of the Caterpillar Club display board in the 
Parachute Unit of the Materiel Division, McCook:Field. Recently, however, the 
Irving Parachute Company of buffalo, New York, sent gold pins of a caterpillar de- 
sign to individuals whose lives have been saved with the use of tne Irving parachu. 

The Materiel Division, it is understood, is newconsidering an "official" in- 
signia, showing the caterpillar mounted on a mulberry leaf, to be mounted on a 
- ring instedd of a pin, owing to the fact that there is no authority for officers 
in the military service wearing ornaments of this nature on their uniforms, 

The Club, of course, has no official significance, and there are no funds 
available for the purchase of emblems of this nature. However, owing to the fact 
that the number of eligibles has now grown to an appreciable amount, it may be 
desirable to establish an organization and arrange for the distribution of a suit- 
able insignia by popular subscription among the members, 


The list of persons saved by parachute jumps from airplanes during flight is 
given below, as follows: 


P U1 29 DI 


Date Name Rank Place 

1920 > nal - 
—— 24 William O'Connor Civilian McCook Field,Ohio. 
October 20 Harold R. Harris lst Lieut. McCook Field,Ohio. 
— 11 Frank B, Tyndall lst Lieut. Seattle, Wash. 
April 23 Mr. Bottomfield Civilian Kelly Field,Texas. 
May 13 E.H. Barksdale . lst Lieut. “Pairfield,Ohio. | 
June > W.W. White end Lieut, Kelly Field »Texes. 
June 13 Walter Lees Lieut. ORC Dayton, Ohio, - 
June 18 John A. Macready lst Lieut. Dayton, Ohio. ' 
July ll A.R. Crawford 2nd Lieut, Kelly Field, Texas. 
August 29 W.E. Coggin Private Boliing Field, .¢. 
August 29 L.L. Koontz _ lst Lieut, Bolling Field,d.C. 
October 16 W.M. Coles Gunner, USN Coronado ,Cal. 
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Dati 

192¢ 
povembe 

192! 
March 


> March 


March 
april 
April 
Mey 
June 
July ; 
August 
Octobe 
detobe 
Novemb 
Noverb 
192 
March 
March 
May 
May 
June 
June 
Augus’ 
Septer 
Septer 
Novemt 
Novemt 
Decemt 
19: 
Janua: 
Janua: 
Febru: 
Febru: 
Febru: 
Febru 
Febru 


lives 
Serge 
Nils 


the P 
A tot 
31 Fl 
requi 


2nd L 
end 


2nd 


2nd 
end 
end - 
end 
end 
end 
and 
end 
end 








Date 


october 10 
November 11 


November 11 


1926 
March 5 
March 24 
May 10 
May 10 
June 17 
June 17 
August 8 


September..16 
September 17 


November: 3 


November 12° 
December 23 


1927 
January 18 
January 18 
February 3 
February 3 
February 15 
February 27 
February 27 


Date Name 

1924 (Cont.) 
wovember 4 W.E, Lynd 

1925 
March 6 C.D. McAllister 
March 6 Chas. A.- Lindbergh 

’ March 20 Frank O'D,: Hunter 

jpril 6 L.z, Mix (Marine Corps) 
april “10 J.Thad Johnsen 
Ney 22° C.H. Schildauer (Navy) 
june @sC Chas. A; Lindbergh 
July” ‘Mrs, Irene McFarland 
August =17 K.J. Grezg 
October 1 F.O, 


Rodgers (Marine @orps) 
Fred C,. Nelson 

Leonard S. Flo 

John Mcflynn 


Frank O'D.Hunter 

EH, Barksdale 

Horace M. Hickam 

Herold Geieer 

J.T. Hutchinson 

Paul Stanley (Observer) 
John I, Moore 

Chas; A.. Lindbergh, — 
C.Ls Williams 

Chas. A. Lindbergh, Pilot 
Chas. &. Widmer, Pilot 
Warren D. Williams, Pilot 


Roderic M. Krider 
George T. Shlepper 
Laurence C. Craigie 
Fabian 
Carl G. Ashley 
Herbert A. Dargue 


Ennis C.. Whitehead 


L.Prett,Medical Corps 


Rank 
Captain 


end Lieut, 

end Lieut. 
- 1st Lieut. 

Sergeant 


lst Lieut. 


‘Lieut. 

Lt .Reserve 
Civilian 
and Lieut. 
Lieut, 

lst Lieut. 
2nd Lieut. 
Private 


lst Lieut. 
'- lst Lieut. 
Major 
Major 
lst Lieut, 
Civilian 
ist Lieut, 
Air Mail 
lst Lieut. 
Air Mail 
Air. Mail 
Air Mail 


Cadet 
Cadet. 

Lst Lieut, 
Captain 
Private 
Major . 
lst Lieut. 


Place 
Kelly Ficld, Texas. 


Kelly Field, Texas. 
Kelly Field, Texas 
Dayton, Ohio. 
Quantico, Va. 
Eaglesmere, Pa. 
Lakehurst, N.J. 

St. Louis, Mo. 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 


Lavernia, Texas. 


Langley Field, Va. 
‘St. Louis, 


‘MO. 
Wright Field, Qhio. 


‘Wright. Field, Ohio. 


Selfridge Field, Mich. 
McCook Field, Ohio, 
Langley Field, Vas 
Langley Field, Vas: 
McCook Field, Ohio. 
McCook. Field, Ohio. 
Austin, Texas. — 


Ottawa, Ill. 


Hawaii 

Covell, Ill. 
Hollywood Hills, Cal. 
Bowling Geen, Ohio. 


Kelly Field, Texas. 
Kelly Field, Texas, 
Brooks Field, Texas. 
Brooks Field, Texas. 
Galveston, Texas. 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, 


As far as records are available, five airmen of foreign countries saved their 
lives through parachute jumps, Pilot Officer Tentland, Captain, E.R.C. Scholefield, 


Sergeants H.C. 


Steanes and W.J., Frost, 


Nils Soderberg of the Royal Air Service of Sweden, 
wee O00 = 


of the British Royal Air Force, and Lieut, 


GRADUATION OF STUDENTS FROM PRIMARY. FLYING SCHOOL 


The Class of September, 1926, to March, 1927, was officially graduated from 
the Primary Flying School, Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, on February 26th. 
A total of 44 Regular Army officers, 14 Reserve officers, 
31 Flying Cadets and 3 enlisted men successfully completed the academic and flying» 
requirements, viz: 
Officers 


end Lieut. James W. 
Glenn 0. 
Henry R. Baxter - 

‘Thurston H. Baxter 

John W. Bowman, Cav. 

‘Harvey L. Boyden, Cav. 

‘James C. Burwell 
Oscar F. Carlson 
Demus T. Craw, Inf. 
Wm. M, | 
Ward J. Davies 
Richard H, Dean, S.C. 


end" 
- 2nd " 
énd 
2nd Ws, 
end." 
end " 
2nd % 
end" 
end =" 
2nd " 
and -" 


Andrew 
Barcus, Cav. 


Creasy 


- 83 ay 


Officers 


7 National Guard officers 


2nd Lieut. Donald Dunford, Inf. 


2nd it 
aaa -.* 
ana. .* 
e.., * 
ae... * 
~~..." 
au6..." 
ana.” 
eee 
and... * 
ana." 


a 


George J. Eppright 
Richard A. Gilley 
Samuel R. Harris 
Wiliiam F, Howarth, 
Henry L. Hughes 
Frank G. Irvin, Inf. 
Alfred H. Johnson 
Reuben Kyle, Jr. 

_ Herbert C. Lichtenberger 
Gregg M. Lindsay 
Edmund C,. Lynch 


Cav, 
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Captains{Cont. )} Yoreign Cadet 
end ote Charles W. McGeehan 
2nd ‘. “Mervin’J, McKinney R. Morlote, Cuba. 
anc * Robert J. Martin cigs ; . 
2nd " Morris F, Nelson NATIONAL GUARD OFFICERS . 
2nd “ ° Paul'B. Nelson 2nd Lt. Williem K. Ennis, Texas. 
2nd " Raymond D. Paimer, Cav. gnd Lt. Francis 3, Graham, Mo. 
ist " Ewart G. Plank and Lt. James H. McKenny, Mich. 
end " -James G. Pratt, Cav. 2nd Lt. Francis M.S. Miller 
Capt. Fabian L; Pratt, M.C.° and Lt. Louis T,. Reichers 


enc Lt. Shelton E. Prudhomme 
end Lt..° Edward D. Raney 


2nd Lt. Homer L. Sanders 
2nd Lt. Forman J. Stone . 





end “ . Harry.McK. ‘Roper ° FLYING CADETS 
end "“. ’ Charles A. Ross. ‘John Q. Adams. 
2nd" Josiah Ross Jack M, Bird 

lst “~. Augustine F, Shea, F.A, Joseph H. Bissell 
end " -'T.A;°Sims William B, Blaufuss 


end " Manning E. Tillery 


lst " Gervais W. Trichel, CAC. 


2nd ". . Clarence D, Wheeler 
end “. John -P. Woodbridge 


Enlisted Men 
Tech. Sgt. Robert E.L. Shoate 
Staff Sgt. Samuel J. Samson’ 
Master Sgt. Bernard Wellace 





Reserve Officers 
end Lt. Edward H: Alexander 





Harold F. Brown 
Lester W. Bryant 
Bryan A. Bunch 
Malcolm M, Cloukey 
Bryan 5 . Cooper . 
Luther E. Dooley 
Reginald J. Elmore 
Donald F, Gayer:.' 
Harry W. Generous 
Robert D, Johnston. 
Harry C. Kristofferson: — 
Fred M, Lanter : 


2nd Kenneth K, Ayer Harry C. Lewis 

end " Allen A. Barrie George A. ‘Malkmus . 
2nd “ Robert H, Berg George B,. Manning .” 
énd “ Marvin B, Harlow Lester Munger 

lst “ © William S. Johnston Franklin S.. Nelson 
and ™ John A. Kerr Clement K. Philips 
2nd “ . 4. Elldott Merrill Ranson C, Reed 
2nd" Jemes A. Riviere Harold GC. Robinson . 
and." Russell: E. Robertson Elmer P. Rose 

and “ Frank B. Stuert John S, Snyder 

2nd. “ ‘William H. Taylor Thomas L, Suter 

2nd "“ .'Carl F. Theisen : William L, Woodruff 
2nd." Ernest K, Warburton James C. Youngblood 


‘Theodore M. Wright 


The Regular Army officers and Flying Cadets left for Kelly Field for advance 
training, while the Reserve and National Guard Officers were relieved from further 
training and reverted to inactive status upon reaching their respective Ona. 

rerum 


MACHINE GUN AND BOMBING COMPETITION ‘aD LANGLEY ‘FIELD » 


The ennual Machine Gun and Bombing Competition of the Army Air Corps is 
scheduled to take place at Langley Field, Va., June 5th to 20th next. Air Corps 
officers participating in these matches will be designated: from each tactical 
Organization in the United States and Panama, as well as a maximum of two teams 
from the Office Chief. of Air Corps. Although no officers have as yet been desig- 
nated from either the Naval Air Service or Marine Corps Air Service, an invitetio 
has been extended by the Secretary of War to the Secretary of the Navy inviting 
participation by the flying personnel under his jurisdiction. The Nationcl Guard 
will also be invited to enter in these. matches, but not to exceed five toems. 

The competitions in aerial gunnery during these matches comprise evouts for 
pursuit pilots, attack pilots and observation pilots, using synchronized curs ant 


firing at both ground and aerial targets; also an event for obse-vers 


. £4 
8, using [ler 


ible machine guns installed in the rear seat of observation and attack airplanes 
and firing at ground and aerial targets. 

The bombing competitions consist of low altitude eshius by pursuit, observe 
tion and attack pilots from an altitude of 300 feet, as well as intermsdiate 
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y (5,000 feet) and high (8,000 feet) altitude bombing by bombardment teams. 


The type of airplanes which will be used during these events will conprise the 
latest sérvice type equipment available in our tactical units, such as P-l succuis 
planes, O-l1 and 0-2 attack and observation planes, NBS-1 and possibly Lb-5 bombard~ 
ment airplanes. 

The ground targets employed are of the “C" tyne, the same as used in target 
practices by ground troops equipped with the rifle, The target employed for low 
altitude bombing consists of a bulls-eye, 12 feet in diameter, inctosed by a 50- 
foot periphery. A hit on the bulls-cye counts 25 points. Other hits are scored by 
actual measure from center. For example, a hit 8 feet from the center counts 24 
points, a hit 10 feet, 23 points, etc. Hits beyond the periphery count zero. 

The target for intermediate and high altitude bombing consists of a bulls-eye 
with a 100 foot radius, on which a hit counts 100 percent. Other hits are scored 


-by actual measurement from the center of the target, a deduction of lj. being made 
for each 10 feet from the center down to and including a distance of 100 feet from 


the bulls-eye. A deduction of je from that point is made for every five feet 
therefrom, 

_ The target used for aerial machine gunnery consists of a tubular sleeve, ap- 
proximately 15 feet in length by 3 feet in diameter at the front, with a black band 
5 feet in width around the center, Hits on the black band count 5; hits in the 


forward section count 4 and hits on the rear section count 3. 


The executive officer who will have charge of the Matches will be Major Law-~ 
rence Churchill, now stationed at Langley Field, Va. 


---000--= 
NEW STUDENT CLASS AT PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL 


The new class at the Primary Flying School at Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, 
consisting of 62 student officers and 152 Flying Cadets, reported and are already 
undergoing the required drill and ground school subjects eeu to regualr 
flying training, 

Major and Mrs. James E, Chaney held — house at their ssipoertatatie for the new 
permanent and student officers. 

Mr. Ruggles, of Orientator fame, angie with the Flight inane the Officer 
in Charge of ‘Flying, and several highly trained aides are very busy initiating the 
new classes into the illusive art of "Orientating", An individual record of pro- 
ficiency is being made which will serve as comparison with the student's flying 
record to determine how accurately his flying eareer can be predicted by these tests, 

The other day a presa photographic syndicate of London, Eng., wrote in for a4 
photograph of the bathtub macnine which.is used for training and testing air pilots. 
Assuming that the maneuverable bathtub in question referred to the Ruggles Orien- 
tator, a photograph of that apparatus was ‘forwarded, 

---000--= 


DEATH OF LIEUT. PHILLIP FRANK CABELL, AIR CORPS RESERVE 


Second Lieut, Phillip Frank Cabell, Air Corps Reserve, met his death at 10:40 
A.., February iSth in the crash of a JN-6 airplane in which he was making a train- 
ing flight. — 

About 9:50 A.M. Lieut. Cabell, with Private Carl G. Ashley, of the 60th Ser- 
vice Squadron, took off on a practice flight. Nearly an hour later the attention 
of persons on the post of Fort Crockett and along the seawall of the City of Gal- 
veston was called to the plane at about 3,000 feet altitude, a mile south of the 
city, by an extraordinarily loud roar of its motor. According to the statements 
of many eye witnesses, including Major Frank D, Lackland, Commanding Officer, the 
Plane was pulled out of a steep dive, and the wings buckled in mid air. The pas- 
Senger was seen to leave the ship at about 2500 feet, his parachute functioning 
normally, dropping him into the water of the Gulf of Mexico. 

Immediately upon the crumpling of the wings, the ship went into a tight fast 
Spin, crashing into the Gulf ,about a mile from shore in a depth of 30 feet of water. 
Small parts of the tail surfaces remained in sight above the surface of the water, 
though at times submerged by a smooth swell. Personnel of the post went into ac- 
tion at once. A plane was sent out for observation pirposes to mark the spot and 
act as guide for rescue parties, An officer was dispatched to the nearest boat 
at the Galveston Red Cross Life Saving Station, which was manned in record time 
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by six volunteer life guards, and proceeded under oars to the rescue. 

Private Ashley unbuckled his perachute es he dropped into the water, about 
250 yards irom the wreck, and cleared the chute. While swimmiag, he stripped to 
his underwear and swam for about thirty minutes until the boat reached him and 
picked him up in an exhausted condition. 

Another plane wes dispatched to ily low and guide the boat to the wreck, be- 
epuse of tiie difficulty in seeing over the crests of swells from the small boat, 

When the rescue bort reached the scene of.-the crash, the life guards, in dive 
ing, found Lieut, Cabell's body tightly wedged.in the otk pit by the wing wreckage. 
which had impris oned him. The body was removed by clearing away wreckage with 
knives and ‘axes and brought to the shore at once, Hurried examination showed Lieut, 
Cebeli to be dead, and the body was taken to a funeral establishment, 

Private Ashley's story of the accident follows: 

“I was 4 passenger in the JN“6 airplane in which Lieut. Cabell was killed. We 
were flying over the Gulf and had done a couple of. wing-overs. The pilot put the 
ship inte a dive and was just pulling it out when the wing buckled. The nose was 
just coming above the horizon when the wing folded up. We had started the five ait 
about 2500 feét. .The wing folded in and mashed in the fuselage. I could see Lieut, 
Cabell crouched toward the right side as if trying to get out of the wey of the 
wing. Everything was all jumbled up, and ‘it didnot look as though the pilot could 
possibly get out. After I saw no chance for the ship, I unbuckled my safety belt, 
stepped uport the side of the fuselage, and stepped off, I dropped clear and never 
touched any part of the ship. I yanked the rip cord of the chute a couple of times 
and it opened. After it opened, I. unbuckled the straps and got ready to let go 
and swim when near the water. After hitting the water, I was clear of the chute 
altogether. I stripped my clothes and svam around until picked up. 

Lieut. Cabell appeared normal in every respect, and took off and flew well," 

A Board of Officers, consisting of Capt. Charles BE. Brenn,:-M.C.; 1st Lieut, 
E.H. Wood, A.C.; and lst Lieut. Angier H. Foster, A.C., was ee a investigais 
the accident. 

Lieut. Cab4tl is survived by his wife, Mrs. Constance Cabell, and: ‘five-year 
old daughter, barbara, both of -whom witriessed fhe accident and crash. 

Lieut, Herbert W. Anderson, A.C., was’ detailed as hsuhtcree! side thee the family. 
and officer in tharge of funeral arrangements .. 


On February 17th, funeral services were held at the Chaper ‘of a Galveston - 


Funeral Home, the body being accorded full military -honors. ‘Honorary pallbearers: 
were officers of the 60th Service Squadron, to which ‘Lieut. Cabell had been. aagigat 
and others *with whom he had become closely” associated. 

The active palibearers consisted of the six Flying. ‘Cadets of the Third - Atteds| 
Group. The funeral procession was witnessed by several thousand éitizens of Gal- 
veston, who paid homage to the first pilot of the Third Attack Group. to be. a ceil 
by accident since the arrival of the Group at this station. 

Lieut. Cabell's remains were shipped to San Antonio - for cremation,,. in accort. 
ance with the wishes of the family. = 

Lieut. Cabell had been assigned to the Third Attack Group for a ‘period ‘of six 
months' active duty, beginning January 1, 1927, and during thé short length of tiw 
since his arrival he had attained the respect of his associates, and had actively 
engaged in all activities of the Group. He and his family -quickly ‘took their place 
in the officer personnel of. -tie’ Group, in a pleasing manner, which made all who | 
were associated with them glad to call them friends,. 

JUST A SIMPLE TRIBUTE 
In Memory. of “Lieutenant Cabell 


Just a simple tribute to a comrade of the air, 
Taps for him has sounded, and his roll is called up there; 
Fearlessly, he answered, when thé call of Duty-came, 
Willingly responded, when the orders bore his name. 
Ever bright and happy, with a smile of ready cheer; | 
Thoughtful first of loved ones, wife and baby dear. 
So, we pause a moment, as a little prayer we say, . 
Night, for him, has fallen - however bright our day. 
Cherished be his memory, we mst “carry on", 
He would have us faithful, now that he is gone. 
God, in all Thy mercy, watching from avove, 
Bless the babe and mother, with Thy wondrous ‘ave, 
This, a simple tribute, from our hearts comes true, 
May it speak a message, for ‘tis all that we can do. 
- Gale H. Townsend ,8th Attack Squadra. 
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KINDLEY FIELD PUTS ON ITS BATTLE TOGS 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


Kindley Field, Fort Mills, P.I., recently presented an aspect Savoring some- 
what of a combined summer recreation camp and a military unit in the field. a3 will 
as. the usual peaceful scene prevailing “'fore we went to war", the different imnies- 
sions gained depending on the direction one happened to be facing. In othor words, 
in trying to meet up with the requirements of the Harbor Defense War Concition per- 
iod, we pitched our tents along the front of the barracks, with the guy rppes ideal- 
ly located to stumble lover, whan coming off the porch, moved in and each night suf- 
fered our carcasses to take on new callouses by actual contact with that "canvas 
you love to touch", covering the Gold Medal. cots « and@ all this right in the shadow 
of the barracks housing the real bunks, mattresses, pillows, 'neverything. Officers’ 
tents occupied the space between headquarters and the barracks and presented a war- 
like appearance, what with the varied assortment of the implements required of the . 
profession in the field laid out in neat array on the bunks, from the double harness 
on down to the lowly mess gear and canvas water bucket. When passing along the j 
east side of the barracks nothing unusual greeted the eye until, upon rounding the 


corner of the mess hall and kitchen, a pair of field ranges sheltered by a tent fly 


were found doing as valiant duty as though they had been located leagues away from 
the modern Army ranges which stood only a few feet away, cold and unused -- but not 
forgotten. 

The prescribed field ration only served to iron out the wrinckles for commis-. 
sioned and enlisted personnel alike and we learned more about the wares of such 
humans as Dold, ‘Armour and Swift during those few days than we had ever dreamed 
existed. Mess kits and canteen cups, of course, did the exact duty for which they . 
were built, which made the heavy Quartermaster crockéry seem not unlike excess bag- 
gage as it appeared stacked upon a spare table but, when it eventually _came back 
into itssown it offered a very welcome respite from having every meal one of those 
delectable sour-sweet concoctions of corned-bill, apple-sauce, rice, gravy and sim- 
ilar delicacies throw together in one plate. . ae 

_ But, as all things must end, so ended the "war", we having learned that we can 
do it if we have to and be none the worse for the experience, and, incidentally, 
proved the fallacy of the argument "that one cannot camp on his ow doorstep". 

-=-=-900—<— 
NIGHT ANTI-AIRCRAFT TESTS 
By A. M. Jacobs 


Sometime ago the Air Corps NEWS LETTER published a description of the two tar- 
gets being developed by the Materiel Division for the Coast Artillery for the pur- 
pose of furnishing objectives for spotting, practice with anti-aircraft guns, During 
September-November, 1926, these targets underwent test at the Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds, the Douglas C-1A and a DH being sent with pilots from this field for the 
purpose. A Coast Artillery report recently received on these maneuvers gives some 
interesting side lights to the airman on anti-aircraft development, 

_ For 3-inch and.105 mm. guns;, the report informs us, A-1, B-2, B-4, B-6 (Mat- 
eriel Division) and Navy type targets were tried out, The A-1 and B-2 targets were 
too small to be satisfactory. The B-4 (16-foot sleeve target) was towed successful.. 
lf by a DH airplane at altitudes varying from 1500 to 9000 feet. Stable and rigid, . 
it rode fully inflated throughout its. entire surface at less than 100 feet below the 
level of the towing plane, which facilitated observation of fire from the planes. 

It was visible to slant ranges of about 5500 yards under average conditions of vis- 
ibility. The B-6 (18-foot sleeve target) had all the advantages of the B-4 target 
with the added advantage of larger size. Under normal conditions of visibility this 
target could be followed at slant ranges to 6500 yards. It was not so satisfactory 
as the B-4 target from an Air Corps point of view, since it increased the drag cn 
the towing plane, causing that part of the cable near the target to kink when the 
target was released and requiring that the hook be resoldered to the uninjured por= 
tion of the cable after nearly every release... An endeavor will be made to discover 
@ cable that does not kink. inv 

The Nawy target wagged at the tail and rode under-inf lated except when towed et . 
Slow speeds by such planes as the Douglas transport. It was then completely satis- 
factory from the Artillery point of view. It is a 23-foot sleeve target. Frou the 
Air Corps point of view it was less satisfactory because of the snarling of the tow 
line upon the target's release and because it was impossible to maintain altitude in 


& DH plane when towing it. 











The Flag target (Type B-5), also designed by the Materiel Division, as original. | 


ly received was e flac 12 feet lous by 6 feet wide with a wooden stick across the ° 
udth. The length of the stick cosas troubl? in launching and the flag wags niodi- 
fied locally by 3 ty 24 feet, Pops : . 4 by 24 feet and 4 by 36 feet. This tar. 
get was used for machine and 37 mn, gun practice and was diode he the most satis. 
factory ao far developed. The Air Corps 18-foot target was considered the best for 
enti-aircreft gun fire practice. Colors for these tarzets were experimented vith 
end it was found that deep red-was the most suitable for day firing and white oor 
night use. 

A test to learn the ebiliiy of sound locators to track a plane was made on the 
Douglas C-1A equipped with Liberty. motor, geared down propeller and long exhaust 
stacks. The partial silencing, it was thought, would make it difficult to locate, 
.for tomparison, a DH was flown over the same course as the Douglas at about 15 min- 
ute intervals, using two sound seinen The two planes, however, were picked * 

- and tracked at equal distances. , 
' Greater progress in anti-aircraft work, the writer of the report mneons has 
. been made during the year 1926 than during the entire period since the war. ‘Progres: 
in machine guns, we read, has been substantial, consist n¢ less in increased ability 
, to hit the target then in a betier cornrehersion of the prcblems, pointing to their 
early solution. A 3-inch gun of greaier accuracy, range and rate of fire has been 
developed, Two successive models of .improvet - ‘searchli.ghts have been procurdd.: Dis. 
. tant electric control has ‘been ; adoptet, and a sound ‘Vocator system, which decreasas 
‘the searching time and ‘increases. the range of pitiing up the target, has been werked 
out... The result has been an increase in range at which targets. may be engaged, the 
increase in the volume of fire from a salvo each 54 seconds to a salvo each three 
seconds, and the ‘hits per battery per minute from ti, to seven. . 

Searchlight spotting tests were also conducted in conjunction with’ sound: loca- 
tors, the following scoring system being used: A "spot" was credited when the beam 
was flashed on the plane without searching; a‘“half-spot" when the. plane ‘was illum 

-inated within 10 seconds. efter flashing of searchlight; a “quartér-spot!™” when the 
plane was ‘illuminated « within 20 seconds; arid’ an "éighth-spot" when -the ‘plane vas 
illuminated within 30 seconds after fleshivg: ‘of the searchiicht.. .A miss: wes scored 
-if the plerié was not illuminated until 30° ‘Seconds had. elapsed after. the ‘searchlight 
was turned on, at which time. the sass was occulted. The praia asin’ is. 
interesting: * 

‘Number of’ attempts to 11imliete plene’ ore « 0461 

Porcentage of spots obtained . . 2's 1 eee 6 12070 

Percentage of half-spots .°.°. 2. o's « «+ 18,60 

Percentage of quarter-spots. ... . .%. ... 14.75 

Percentage of eighth-spots . . 2... ee we ee 1675 

Percentage of misses . . 6 si.d6s e's ete «) « 62.30 

- It. is believed by the artillery that with two ‘of the lights of a setuae 
equipped aS pilot Lights and with atmosphere correations: applied, the eee would 
generally be illuminated within abcut 15 seconas 

Larger targets for longer ranges ane higar altitudes are desired ,. and . powsibly 
a special airplane should be des igned for towing such targets.. For the. presant , the 
B-5 Flag Target and the B-6 Sleeve Target ---if-a towing cable cay. be proseret’ 
which mane: not kink -- will be edopted for use in 19% Per sor ce 29 we Ve 

7 eee res an) 


AIRPLANES SBARCH FOR BANDITS 


Twenty minutes after the robbery of a bank recently at Auburn, Kansas, the° 
Commanding General at Fort Riley, Kansas, received a'wire from Topeka, requesting 
aerial assistance in locating a Chevrolet coath of given colors, Ten minutes: later 
five planes of the 16th Observation. Squadron at Marshall Field took the air,’ éach 
plane carrying two officers, and each pilot furnished complete instructions aé con- 
cerned routes for reconnaissance, ete, -Befors the pleiies had an opnortunity ‘to. 
overtake the fleeing bandit he was captured near Topoka. All main mene - 
ee eee leading from Auburn, were well policed by « 1irplanes,.” 

-me000——— | 


SPECIAL STUDY. BRANCH at FIELD SERVICE "SECTION 
. in venees to mest the requirenenté of” the: Office of the Chief of air Corps, "it 


has beon found necessary to estajlish within the Field Service Section, Fairfield,0, 
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a Special Study Branch, the purpose of which is to make ea thorough investigetion, 
with resultant charts or analyses, of protlems coming in which ere ovher Gory ro. 
time. These special studies comprise such subjects as wash-out rates Sn aurpiitice 
coordination of five-year program, effect of war stocks on future appropri-.l.. is, 
special materiel studies for the General Staff, etc. Captain Shiras A, Blair, for- 
merly Chief of Maintenance Branch, has been placed in charge of this Section, 
---000--= 
CONSOLIDATION OF FIELD SERVICE SECTION WITH OTHER SECTIONS OF MATERIEL DIVISION, 
Fairfield, Ohio. 


The Field Service Section. is looking forward with keen interest to the physi- 
cal consolidation of this Section with the other sections of thb Materiel Division, 
It is anticipated that this move will be made sometime in June, and it is believed 
that greater efficiency will be secured from this physical consolidation, At pres- 
ent the Field Service Section is separated only by approximately nine miles, but 
due. to the present rush of business this short distance makes considerable differ- 
ence in the handling of urgent matters. ‘The physical consolidation of all Sections 
of the Materiel Division at one location will greatly improve the efficient handling 
of the problems constantly confronting the Materiel Division, It is believed that 
this move will be of great benefit to the Service. 

---000-== 


ALABAMA NATIONAL GUARD AIR CORPS ACTIVITIES 
By lst Lt. Wm, Hi Beatty, Alabama N.C. 


Roberts Field, Birmingham, Alabama, Home of the 106th Observation Squadron, 
Alabama National Guard, is already grooming itself for the 1927 emcampment. Obser- 
vers have begun refresher work, and will be prepered to radio their reports and 
sensings with accuracy and rapidity. Practice in rekeasing drop messages from sub- 
stantial heights is also planned, realizing that under service conditions this 
would have to be done to avoid betraying the lecation of position. 

Flights are made constantly. Every Saturday afternoon and Sunday the whir of 
motors is incessent, whereas frequent flights are made during the wask, intersperseJ 


with not infrequent cross-country flights. — 


The Douglas 02-C, brought from Santa Monica by our instructor, Captain Duncan, _. 
has been given over 100 hours of flight. Preparations for extensive mosaic mapping... - 
practice are under way, the completion: of which will add more hours to this ship. 

The esprit de corps of the squadron could hardly be improved upon. The recent 
report of the War Department, showing that we have done more flying than any other . 
National Guard squadron of the country, has filled the men with just pride. A long 
waiting listfor members is on file, end the recruiting officer finds no difficulty 
in maintaining the personnel. 

The squadron has done much to prove the efficiency of the army type parachute. 
A number of enlisted men and several officers have made jumps. At the last encamp- 
ment no less than seventeen jumps were made without injury of any kind. 

We have been pleased to have visits -from several Navy fliers from Pensacola. 
Our field is situated only abdut two miles west from the heart of the city, and is 
adapted for landing any type of plane. Cross-country fliers are invited to include 
our field in their itinerary. It is only a convenient hop from Memphis, Nashville, 
Atlanta and the Gulf.,- ‘ 


---000--~ 


LANDING A DH IN THE SNOW 
By Lt. Herbert \. Gamble 


The writer feels called upon to add a boquet to the cloud of bricks that is 
being cast in the direction of our good old feshioned DH's these days. During the 
recent big snow here, when Pope Field, Fort Bragg, N.C., was covered to a depth of 
two or three feet, a DH was reported as being due in from Anacostia, D.C. <mmed- 
iately the hangar gang predicted a crack-up and gathered for the show. When the 


“ship hove in view the pilot was warned of conditions by the prominent display cf a 


huge red flag, but he elected to chance a. landing inasmuch as a nearly oxhavcted 
gasoline supply afforded him no alternative. He brought the ship in slowly J-gors. 
it in the snow and was instantly enveloped in a cloud of flying flakes. With sbes- 
ed breath we onlookers rushed to the "rescue", but were astounded as the subsiciug 
geyser of snow revealed old man DH right side up. It had rolled only about lou 
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feet after lending. Then we were treeted to the most impressive sight of all, when 
the ship .arned and slowly and steadily taxied through drifts that had successfully 
defied our largest trucks and could hardly be negotiated by 10-ton caterpillar 
tractors, 
Yes, Sir, the old Liberty-DH combination has proved to be a hard one to beat, 
It is being outlawed every day by our demands for greater performance, but the final 
passing of the Old Reliable will surely leave a touch of regret in many hearts, 
---000--~ 


SHASTA COUNTY GIVES A SON IN SERVICE OF THE NATION 


Peace hes its heroes no less than war, and the Nation mourns when its sons, 
pioneering in military aviation, are claimed by the hazards of the service. In the 
tragedy at Buenos Aires there is a peculiarly grevious significance for California, 
Yor Lieutenant John W. Benton, who with Captain Glinton F. Woolsey, met death when 
two -planes collided over the flying field almost on the eve of the aviators’ depart- 
ure for Brazil after a goodwill visit, was a Californian in whom Shasta, his native 
county, took great pride. 

Benton was one of the very flower of the Air Service. The war called him into 
military avietion, and when the war was over he left the army, But the call of the 
service took him back, anc he again put on the uniform of the flying corps. 

It was because Benton wasskillful and brave that he was chosen for the friendly 
mission to South America, Such qualities justify the pride that Shasta County took 
in the career of Lieutenant Benton, Sut in addition to this there were sterling 
qualities of character and capacity for friendship that made him laved as well as 
admired, The Nation will sympathize with his family and friends in their bereave- 
ment, and will share with Shasia County in sorrow for the loss of a son who gave his 
life in the great enterprise of cementing the friendship of the Americas. 

_ --Editorial,San Francisco Chronicle. 
~---000--= 


AIRMEN AT POPE FIELD FIGHT FIRES 


The Air Corpss detachment at Pope Field, Fort Bragg, N.C., has already begun 
the fight against the- numerous big range fires that attack the reservation each 
spring. The boundaries of the firing range encompass approximately 200 square 
miles and, in spite of the utmost care and dilligence exercised by the military 
personnel, the fires appear with disconcerting regularity. Once a fire has at- 
tained good headway it sweeps through the high grass with amazing swiftness and in- 
tensity, leaving in its wake.a swath of charred pines and Blackjack oaks. In ad= 
dition to the damage incurred by the timber forests iss the havoc created within 
the game life that falls a victim to the flames, Such fires, if not vigorously op- 
posed, might even endanger human life and place much valuable property and equip- 
ment in jeopardy. 

The actual flight against the Fort Bragg reservation fires is done by the Ar- 
tillery personnel, but the Air Corps renders valuable aid in patrol work. By air- 
plane patrol the entire area is closely obsérvéd, and because of watchfulness. many 
small fires are nipped long before they assume devastating proportions. Even after 
the fires are spotted and reported the fliers continue to aid by hovering over the 
danger area and communicating to the men below by means of dropped messages, The 
observer aloft is better able to cover the fire zone and thereby note its progress 
at different points. Many times a dropped message serves to divert the fight to a 
more strategic sector. Great credit is due ‘the fire fighters on the grourd for 
their hard work and skillful handling of the situation, but it is obvious that the 
assistance rendered by the airmen greatly increases their efficiency and thereby 
shortens the combat, 

. Gt =--000-<-= 


BULL TAKES SUDDEN DISLIKE TO AIRPLANE 


On his return to Crissy Field, lst Lieut. Willis R. Taylor, Air Corps, told a 
tale of a battle between a DH-4 and a bull at the Coalinga, Calif. Municipal Field 
recently. It seems that the City Fathers, in order to obviate she recsss.ty of cul 
ting the grass, allowed cattle to graze on the fiying field, letting thom in ob 
night and turning them wens in the morning. Among the bunch let in to graze or th 
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day Lieut. Teylor landed on this field was a bull with an unfortunate disposition 
“ho inriediately tork = violent dislixe to the DH discovered squatting on his iorri 
tory. Working himself up toa frenzy, ine charced. The ruard, who had been hard 
by Lieut. Taylor to wtcn the ship, without a horse or appropriate veapors, wos Lie 
able ‘boy put up much of a defense. As a Toreador he was a wasnout, for tho bull weil 
nigh wrecked a lower winct before his desire fo: vengvence was satisfied. Licut. Tay- 
lor says that the next tine he has a forced landing at Coalinye he is going to pick 
some other field, 

---000--- 


WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS PERSONNEL 





Alvin C. Kincaid, Keliy Field, and lst Lieut. Homer #,. Chandler, Brooks Field, to 
March Field, Riverside, Calir., for duty. 

Major Frederick L, Martin, Comdg. Officer, Bolling Field, D.C., to Office Chief 
of Air Corps for duty. 


lst Lieut. Thomas D. White, Bolling Fieid, to Pekin, China, to pursue course of 
study in Chinese language 

Capt. Floyd E, Sulicens from Langley Field, “Vas to Chanute Field, Ill.,for duty. 

lst Lt. Silas C. Hyndshaw from Panama Ganal Zone to Chanute Field,ill.,for duty. 

Captain Orlo H.Quinn from Office Chiéez of Air Corps, Washington, to Kelly Fielc, 
Texas, for duty. 


Major George H. Loveil, ae trom ountang Field to ami ‘Italy, for duty as 
Assistant Military Attache. 

2nd Lieuts. Prentice FE. Yeomans and Paul A. dead via from further train- 
ing at Primary Flying School and assigned to 2nd Division, Fort Sam Houston,Texas, 
for duty. bees 

Relieved.from duty in Air Corps: lst Lieut. Milo C. Calhoun, from Primary Fly- 
ing School, Brooks Field, and nd assigned tO. 18th Field aie ie Fort $i11,0kla. for 
duty. 

lst Lieut. Nicoll F. Galbraith to lst: Field pa en Fort $111 ,Okla. 

end Lieut. R. H. Bridgman te 4th Cavalry, Fort ifleade, 5. D. 

‘2nd: Lieut. Holger N. Toftoy to Coast Artillery and duty in Hawaii. 

Promotion: 2nd Lieut. John S. Griffith to lst Lieut. with rank from February 
15, 1927; i TK 

Resignation; .1lst Licut. Irwin 5S. Amberr. 

Retirement: Master Sgt. John H. McCebe, 70th Air Corps Squadron, Clover Field, 
Santa Monica, Calif. 


Chances of Station: . Major Carlyle H. Wash, lst Lieuts. Ralph B. Walker and 








lst Lieut. Louis. C,. Simon, Walter Reed ‘Geneeak Hospital, to ates before Arny 
Retiring Board for examination. - 


: srortGtwet 
- AIR WAIL PILOT WINS es: TROPNY 


Shirley J. Short, eeuaidainnts: the Ace of the Post Office Air lhiail pilots, was 
awarded the Clifford B, Harmon Trephy for 1926 by the Amsrican Section’of the Ine 
ternational League. of Avidtors, The seuaorene of the Trophy to Mr. Short was 
made recently by President Coolidge. 

The Harmon Trophy is awarde@ annually by the International League of Aviators 
to the aviator in eadh country affiliated with the League who is adjudged to per= 
form the: most meritorious service for the advancement of aviation in his country. 

«Pilot Short flew 2,169 hours,. 14 minutes between July 1, 1923, and November 
30, 1926, without serious mishap, on scheduled air mail flights, night and day, in 
all weather and: in various types of airplanes used by the Post Cffice Depertment. 
This achievement, in the opinion of the members of the Internaticnal League of Av- 
iators, entitled him to the award of the Tropny. During the past year he was in 
the air a total of 718 hours, in ell kinds’ of weather, and 47% of his flying was 
done at night. 

---000--- 


FRENCH AIRMEN MAKE FLIGHT TO MADAGASCAR 


Lieut. Bernard and Chief Mechanic Bougeault, who succes safally comrlietead a 
Paris-Madagascar flight end return, were.given a tremendous welcom: ay the comple- 
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tion of their trip, when they landed on the Seine in front of the Bleriot factory. 
Mr. Leygues, Minister for the Navy, together with high officials and distinguished 
aviators, were present. The City of Paris welcomed them officially at the Hotel 
de Ville. Lt. Bernard was made an officer of the Legion of Honor as a result of 
the flight, and Mechanic Bougeault will be promoted. Mr. Liore, the constructor 
of the Liore & Olivier Leo-190 seaplane flown by Lieut. Bernard, was also made an 
Officer of the Legion of Honor. 
~--000--= 


"ED" TELLS ABOUT HIS JOB IN AN ENGINEERING OFFICE 


AIRPLANE BRANCH,McCook Field,Mar.10 
Our Motto - When better Airplanes are built,we 
would like to see l. 
Or as the boys out in the Service laughingly put 
it - Them guys in the Airplane branch wouldnt knor 
a good airplane if they seen it, 
Friend Ed ; 

It looks like I wont ever get a chance to tend to my private cor- 
respondents any more Ed on acct theres’ 3 Typewriters amongst abt 11 or 12 boys all 
of which write books and Reports & Pieces for the Technicle papers. Further & more 
my Cheef Lt, Dichman had a pair of Rubber Heels give to him for Christmas which 
makes it practically impossible to grad off a little Govt Time without him getting 
wise to it & so a Fello has about as much privacy around the Airplane Branch as a 
gold fish. What I Mean Ed for Instants when I was a young fello dow on the Border 
everybody had their ow Job & every Job included a private office where you did 
your thinking & the etc. The Supply officer had a swell remodelled airplane Crate 
& the Transportation officer had a private Truck & the Adjutant had a whole Adobe 
House & some of these joints was fitted up pretty Elegant depending on how close 
the Owner watched the Division Dump. And when a Fello retired to his office to 
study the Problems of the day % work out a new improved Plan of national defence 
which would make it necessary for him to accept the office of Cheef of air service 
in a couple of years at the outside did anybody start hammering a calculating 
machine in his Ear or a messenger rush up & throw abt 1000 lousey blue prints on 
his desk or the Cheef of the structures unit come around % ask you a lot of Ques- 
tions that you didnt know no suitable Answers for & what & the H--l Ed a fello dont 
have no leesure for Self improvement & the good of the Service like we used to have 
on the Border. 

When you work in an Engineering office you dont know what is 
comeing next so you have to be Quick on your Feet. For instants just now my Cheef: 
Dike comes along on his new rubber heels & I was so shagrinned I had throwed this 
letter in the. waiste basket & made 6 Passes with a Slide Rule before I found out 
that he wasnt looking around to see if anybody was loafing on the Govt but only 
wanted to brag about making a 18 Snider in his 609’ that morning & had to pick on 
his own department so as nobody would dast to say O horsereddish lieutenant & walk 
out on him. Well Ed all us Blaives gathered around & felt his Mussels & envied 
his strong Breathing but+when alls said & done Ed what have these perfect men like 
Earl E. Liederman & Dike & all them got to be so prowd & stuck Up abt. They may be 
perfect between the collar Bone & the Pavement Ed but outside of that the Flight 
surgeon assumes no responsibilities & you can think up yaur om Insults. 

But Be that as it May Ed, its probably all right to trust Supply 
officers & adjutants & maybe even Project Engineers with offices to themselves but 
when theres a lot of High Powered assorted scientific Intelligentzia distributed 
along the building from the Lighter than Air branch clear down to Zettles bombing 
Squad at the end of the hall you cant be too careful abt keeping everything open 
& above Board,Anybody knows that if you leave a Scientist by himself too much hos 
liable to grow a set of whiskers or wear spats on you & have you at a big disad- 
vantage in a argument, & if you realize there are any no of boys around here that 
wouldnt think no more of sitting down ‘before breakfast & Writeing a Book or 
designing a GAX or something any more than you would of sending your tailor a bum 
check you will appreciate the difficultys of maintaining & atmosphere of military 
Peace & Quiet, 

Just for example here a while back we had a colledge prefessor 
temporarily around the Airplane Branch with a Vandike Beard & oversize horn rimmed 
specks. Well Ed that wasnt nothing in itself to get ali heated up over because 
God knows McCook field has had plenty of visiting scientists with whiskers of 1 
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kind & another. Nevertheless pretty soon everyone around the Airplane branch begun 


‘to ack kind of queer & their conversation begun to sound very Ph.D. with a broad 


! & they took to looking down their nose at the boys from the other branches that 
didnt have no scollarly Atmosphere around their place, Well Ed it was all right to 
be a little class conscious vs the power Plant & armament branches & other illiterit 
organizations but when they begun to High Hat even the Project Engineers it looked 
like the Airplane boys had got completely out of control, So the better element 
around the field seen that something had ought to be done & held a meeting but no- 
body could think of any remedy until Lt. Zettle cheef of the armament Branch steps 


up & says I'll show these ---ss where they get off at & he halled off % had a sign 
put on the door of his office tu the viz - 





UNLESS IMPORTANT * 
* * PLEASE DEFER ALL INTERVIEWS x 
* UNTIL AFTERNOONS % 





Well Ed we done our best to smile in the face of this blow & every- 
body in the Airplane Branch rallied around & quit shaving & throwed away their gar- 
ters & sprinkled soup on their vest % Jawn Roshay even got out his velure hat & 
musterd colored overcoat & Laddon bought a rubber collar. Nothing was overlooked. 
The atmosphere around the Branch became thicker % more scollarly all the time & 
when Sutton returned from M.1I.T. & put over the idea of wearing a fur lined flying 
suit turned inside out to look like a New Haven eskimo it began to look like we 
might hold our owmm, Then the colledge Prof left us whiskers & all but Dike flang 
himself into the breach by letting his own whiskers grow which were thicker & wilder 
than the Profs anyway so everything was hotsy totsy & the armament bloc begun se 
wish they hadnt spoke up out of their turn. 

' But Ed you cant mix scholarship % militdry discipline, because just 
as we had victory in our grasp Major Curry up & has a uniform inspection for all 
officers & there was Dike with a Ellegant.beard 5 days old & even a loop of spagetti 
hung on the second button of his blowse. Doc Burka who is exhibit A among the bo- 
heemian scollars of the Equipment branch admitted that Dike might even have got by 
at a Johns Hopkins reunion, but thats either here or there because it was what Major 
Curry said to Dike that ruined the prospects of us boys in the airplane branch & how 

& the He-l is a fello going to get ahead as a scientist % aepend if hes got to 
get all paniens up for military inspections. 

~ So now they got the windows open & the floor swep a everybody has 
pulled-up their socks & throwed away the greasy vests & you might just as well be 
frying pancakes in a restaurant window with a white coat & be done with it for all 
the chance you got to be exclusive & learned looking. Not that yr correspondent 
cares but I hate to see poor Dike going around looking so unhappy in his new. uniform 
with his face washed & the sign that was the cause of it all still on Zettles door. 
Drop in some time & we'll show it to you, 

Yrs truly, 


Ed. 
== =-000<<= 


SAFETY IN FLYING OVER MONTAINOUS COUNTRY. 


Every effort is being made by the Army Air Corps to minimize the hazard in-~ 
cident to flying over mountainous sections of the country. Planes are being equip- 
ped with smoke candles giving forth a dense gray smoke, easily distinguished from 
smoke caused by ordinary fires, whereby it is hoped to diréset speedy relief to 
airmen who have made forced landings or wrecked their planes, — 

While the use of yellow dope on airplane wings has served to make it easier for 
pilots flying relief planes to discern disabled planes on the ground, difficulty wa: 
experienced in locating them in mountainous regions, rendering necessary searching 
parties on foot. In such regions as the mountains of Pennsylvania, this work is 
extremely slow and hazardous, 

The use of smoke candles in signalling from the ground to relief pilots in the 
air will no doubt save the lives of pilots in a crash or a forced landing by *he 
Prompt dispatch of medical aid before they are overcome by exposure, It is artici-. 
pated that the peculiar nature of the smoke issuing from these candles wii? cruso 
persons, especially those residing in mountainous or sparsely inhabited sectiuns, tc 
make a prompt investigation of the source thereof, 
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SIR ALAN COBHAM VISITS SELFRIDGE FIELD 


‘Sir Alan Cobham, famous Briti sh avietor, recently visited Selfridge Field, Nt, 
Clemens, Mich., while on a tour of inspection of American sirplane plants and flying 
fields, He made a tour of the field and hangars and expressed admiration for the 
demonstrations and equipment. shown him by Major Lanphier, Commanding Officer of the 
lst Pursuit Group. Sir Alen flev to the Ford Airport from Selfridge Field with 
uedie Stinson and then leit for New York.’ 

ba, =--000—-— 


AIR CORPS HEADQUARTERS ROOM AT NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 


The Air Corps room in the new Daniel Guegenheim Aeronautical Building: is fast 
nearing completion, according to Lieut. Frederick M. Hopkins, head of the Air Corps 
activities et New York University. This’ room is the headquarters of the Air Corps, 
and here will be me tvave all the lectures on aviation that deel with the R.O.T.C. 
in this: collece,. 

The spirit of avaetson wevetine the room, The wall space is ; occupied by glass 
cases containing airplane accessories, such as the most modern machine guns, aerial 
bombs, and delicate airplane instruments. Several of the cases are also devoted to 
books on aeronautical subjects. . When all the books are received, the library wibl 
amount to atout 150 volumes, wany:of which have.been. loaned by thé Chief of Air 
Corps for the express use of the members of this unit. | 

In addition to the various airplane inetruments belonging to this unit, there 
‘is also a complete sending end receiving wire less set. This equipment will be used 
this spring in connection ‘with observation, missions from Mitchel Field. The roon— 
is also equipped with communication tables at which the, members of the unit are 
trained in radio communications, both. transmission and reception. The Air Corps 
Unit has received from the Signal Corps. of, the Army the various modern aircraft 
radio sets for instructional purposes, ; 

For observation work the.unit has at hend ‘the Air Mail route maps from New’ 
York to San Francisco and the Army, Airways’ ors from New York to Los Angeles, A” 
terrain board is.being used with an ingenious get of panels for instruction of the 
advanced course men in artillery reglage, infantry contact, and retonnaissance, | 

in the motor laboratory. of. the Guggenheim Building a Liberty tnotor received: 
from the Air Corps has -been installed, _and a. requisition has been forwarded for 
an airplane of. the Sperry Messenger type... 

The unit has now enrolled 155 students ‘And 11 officers, Four of the studedh 
officers are at present wemen een! flying instruction at Brooks Field, San Ant cai 
Texas. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 





Langley Field, Ve., March 16th. 


20th Bombardment Squadron: Six flights were made lest week, totalling 3 hours 
and 55 minutes, Training and flying activities were seriously hampered by the un- 
timely visit of a reguiar arctic snowstorm which paralyzed practically all field 
endeavors, 

Capt. Willis H, Hale returned from detached service at McCook Field, but did 
not bring an LB-5 with him as was enticivated. 

Lieut, E.M. Morris, pilot, with Sgt. W:edekaup, crew chief, and Lieut. W.K. 
Andrews, pilot, with Sgt. Garcia, crew chiei, left for Fairfield, Feb. 24th in two 
Martin Bombers. Lieut. Andrews and Sgt. Garcia had a forced landing et Cumberland, 
Md., due to motor trouble. In landing the ship came in contact with a live wire 
and was completely destroyed by fire. Neither of the occuvants were seriously in- 
jured. Sgt. Garcia is in the hospital at Cumberland, Md., while Lieut, Andrews re- 
turned to this field, In 1923 Sgt. Garcia, while undergoing treatment at the same 
hospital, apparently made the acquaintance of several pretty nurses there and often 
expressed the desire to return. His wish, it seems, was gratified. It is under- 
stood that Sgt. Garcia is physicelly able to return to Langley Field, but lacks the 
necessary clothing. A supply of same was sent him by parcels post and it is possible 
he hopes for a delay in the mails, which is likely on account of the snowstorm, 
Some fellows are born under a lucky star, BF: 

Second Lieutenant Donald Hunt Stuart, Yeserve, «ssigned to active duty for 
training with the squadron, March 1 to June 30th, 1927, was appointed Assistant 
Armament Officer, 1st Lievt. Edwin H. Basset, Reserve, on duty with the 20th for 
several months, was transierred to the 11th Bombardment Squadron, We regret the 
loss of our mess officer, wish him well in his new assignment, and hope that the 
“Beanery” will efficiently function under the able management of 2nd Lieut. Leo C, 
Wilson, Reserve, our-now mess officer, 

19th Airship Company: A party of officers; headed by Maj. Westover, compris- 
ing members of the A.0.T.5. at Langley Field, made a visit and inspection trip to 
the lighter-than-air activities on Feb, 22nd. In the airship hangar the visitors 
were met by Captain Clark, Commanding Officer of the 19th Airship Company, who gave 
them a brief course of instruction in all lighter-than-air work. On Feb. 24th Capt. 
Clark, accompanied by Warrant Officer Lassiter and crew of four men, left for Lake- 
hurst in the Airship TC-5, While on duty at Lakehurst petrol flights were made 
along the Atlantic Coast in search of the wrecked plane of Lieuts. Gray and Harris 
who are known to have fallen at sea in the fog during their flight in a DH from 
Mitchel to Langley Field on February 17th. 

Lieut. Starkey was appointed Officer in charge of the Airship Hangar and Com- 
pany Operations Officer in addition to his other duties. 

On Feb. 25th the Airship TC-9, piloted by Capt, Stone and Lieut. Skinner, made 
a cross-country flight to Bolling Field, taking off from Langley Field at 10:00 A.M. 
and landing at Bolling Field at 12:30 P.M. Half an hour later the TC-9 took off for 
the return flight with Col. Fravel, Majors Lincoln, Reardan and Barry on board as 
pilots, landing at Langley et 5:30 P.M, 

General A. Hamilton, Coast Artillery Corps, spent an entire day at the airship 
hangar, inspected the hangar and the two sister ships, TC-5 and TC-9, and received 
from Capt. Clark, Commanding Officer, instruction in ell lighter-than-air work. 
Free and observation balloons were inflated and rigged to demonstrate this lecture. 
General Hamilton was given a demonstration flight in the TC-9 over Fort Monroe, 

Cape Henry, Cape Charles and Hog Island, 

A soccer team was organized from the enlisted personnel and several games were 
Played, Advantage was taken of the fine weather during this month to overhaul the 
small craft for the summer season. 

20th Photo Section: Lieut. Kirksey, C.0. of the 20th Photo Section, and Tech, 
Set. Merson, photographer, returned March 5th from Florida, where they were on de- 
tached service since Jan, 17th. The project which they completed for the U.S. Geo- 
detic Survey called for a strip along the east coast from Miami to Palm Beach and 
along the west coast from a point on the coast about 35 miles west of Fort Myers 
to Cape Sable. These photographs were taken from 10,000 feet altitude with a tri- 











- lens camera, A Loening Amphibian was used for the job. 


GENERAL NEWS OF THE FIELD: Major Junius W. Jones, recently reporting from 
Penama, took over the duties of Post and Wing Operations Officer, relieving Capt. 
E.G. Galloway, Commanding Officer, 50th Squadron, 
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At a recent meeting of the officers, the following were elected to various 
offices of the Club; President, Maior W.. Frank; Council: Represenietives -- Golf, 
lejor D. Johnson: Tennis, Lt. E.Q,.-Feust; Ewterteinment, Lt. E.J. House; Bridge, 

Lt. L.S. Webster; Hunting, Fishing end Boa ting, Capt. C.P. Clark; Sec, & Treas., 
Lt. K.N. Welker. in 

Lt. and Mrs. Muir Fairchild announce the birth of a daughter on Feb, 15th at 
the Fort Monroe Hesvital, 

‘Lt. and Mrs, Kenneth N. Walker announce the birth of* a son on Feb. 18th at 
the Fort Monroe Hosnital. 

Capt, and Mrs, Black were the guests recently of Capt. and irs, Hale, Capt. 
Black, before his transfer to Baltimore last spring as officer in charge of National 
Guard: Air Corps activities, was C.0. of the 96th Bomb. Sq¢dr. here. 

Lieut.-Commander Wicks, C.0. Naval .Air Stetion, Anucostia, D.C,., stopped off 
here recently en route to Florida, 


-'On March 4th Lt.-Col, end Mrs, Thos. C. Turner, Capt. and Mrs. Reloh ‘J. Mitchel’ 


and Lieut. and Mrs, Waiter G, Farrel of the Marine Corps entertained the officers 
and ladies of Langley Ficid. with a Mardi Gras Dance at the Hampton Country Club, 

his was ‘one of the rost successful affairs of the social season and the costumes 
were varied and caper ant ig 





grissy Field, Presidio. of Sen Francisco, Calif., March 14th. 


Seriator Bingham of Massachus jetta paid a visit of inspection to Crissy Field arm 
also to the Pacific .Air Transport Co., Air Meil carriers. located at the east end 
of this field, and discussed » perating conditions of the Air Mail with the manager, 
Mr.'Tyler. Senator EFinchan, vho last year put throvgn the bill appropriating 
$250,000 for night flying beacons, was surprised to learn that as yet there are no. 
beacons on.the Pacific Coast, | i srsig! 

Lieut. John R. Glascock left recently in his Packard for San Antonio on one 
month's leave, eo 

Major H.B. Clagett, Air Officer, Sth Corps Area, and lst Lt,. Willis ‘Ras Taylor, 
made a cross-country flight to Los Angeles and return, 

In spite of the recent hoavy rains, the flying field is in fair condition for 
flying. 

, The Saturday Evening Post recently sent a nite of the originals of their mag 
‘azine illustrations which have been framed and hung in the Day Room and add much to 
the appearance of the. place. 

Sgt. E. Asherowsky, transferred in. a-grade from the 63rd C.A. (A. he) to take 
charge of the 9lst Squadron mess, is modestly receiving compliments. on the improves 
ment in the quantity and quelity of the food and appearance of the mess hall and 
kitchen. Sgt. Asherowsky is an experienced cook and hassbeen a mess sergeant for 
15 years, ' ; 


San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, Duncan, Field, Texas; “March 2nd, 





Gelsbiery buildings Nos, 38, 39, 40, 41,.43, 45, 122 and 123 of this post’ were 
‘salvaged and the material the refrem is being used in the constructién of the nev 
set of Commanding Ofiicer's quarters, on whith work is progressing rapidly. 

' Lieut. A.W. Vanaman, Chi ef “ngineer Officer of this Depot, returned from Fort. 
Crockett after making an. inspection of.2l1 wooden type airplanes at thet fiold. 

Mr, Albert H, Otterpohl,, Parachute Inspector of this Denot, recently mnae a 
visit to Post Field, Okla., to make a physical inspection of ali pzrachutes there: 
and to instruct pérscnnel in the latest approved methods of parachute packing and . 
‘maintenance, ’ 

Lieut. Harper, ferrying an O- 2. arrived here Febd.. 21st, and Lieut. McGinley,. 
ferrying an 0-1, arrived Feb, 23rd from Fort Crockett, Texas. They left here in 

an 0-2.on their return flight. ' 

Several JN‘s were ferried from Aap Field, Okla., and turned in-to this Depov. 
Capt. Richard H. Ballard and Lieut. C. . Cousland arrived: Feb, Sth; Lieut, Gal. 
Davasher and Corp. Lyman R. Ellis ainiven on the 21st; and Lieut. Doriald 6, St tt 
arrived on the 18th, All returned tou Fort Sill by raii. ad 

The Air Women's Club gave a dinner Friday evening, Feb, 13th with Mra. J.H. 
Pirie and irs. A.W. Vanaman as hostesses, to the Air Corps officers of this vicinait 
and their families, at the Duncan Fiela Officers! Club. About 150 guests wore preé 
ent and enjoyed a most charming occasion, 
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San Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, March 14th. 








The following is tho production of the Engineering Department of the Depot in 
the overhaul and repair of airplanes end engines for February -- Air planes:"7 PT-1, 

2 DH-4il-l, 1 Douglas 0-2, 1 Douglas 02-C, 3 DH-4M-2T,, total 14: Engines: 33 Liber- 
ty, 1 Curtiss D-I2, total 34. 

Preliminery work cn maintenance and supply in connection with the coming Air 
Corps and 2nd Division Maneuvers is engaging the earnest attention of this Depot. 

This Depot received two new Douglas 02-C's from the factory. They will be 
assigned to Fort Crockett. 

Lieut. Harry A. Halverson left for the Rockwell Air Intermediate Depot for con- 
ference on supply matters, He will then proceed to the Douglas Aircraft Factory at 
Sante Monica to obtain a C-l-C plane and ferry it to this Depot. 

Mr. Ray P. Whitman, Assistant to the Gensral Manager and Chief of Inspection 
of the Consolidated Airctatt Corporation, arrived here March 8th for a visit in cone» 
nection with the maintenance and opereticn of the PT.-1 airplanes. 

Lieut. Walter H, Reid, Air Corps Instructor with the Texas National Guard at 
jouston, Was @ visitor at this Depot recentiy. 

Flying activities at this Devct during the preceding two weeks were greatly 
hampered on account of rainy weather and muddy field. However, the sun is now pro- 
ducing spring, with a hint of summer, so we hope shortly to make up for lost time. 


Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, February 5th. 





The 8th Attack Squadron, 90th Attack Squadron and 60th Service Squadron, now 
well settled permanently in barracks, with practically all necessary reconstruction 
and new construction finished, are devoting practically the entire time to work on. 
the airdrome, the airplanes being kept in excellent condition, considering the rav- 
ages of the weather and the planes at present without housing. 

The construction of steel hancars is progressing. The Zompter Contracting Co, 
is to be congratulated upcn its promptness in starting the work and its speed of con- 
struction. The fabricated steel frame work for a 110 ft. by 200 ft. hangar is fin- 
ished, and it is expected to have planes in the hangar within two weeks. Second Lt. 
A.T. Schneider, Infantry Reserve, was appointed insnector of the work. , 

Flying training has been hampered to some extent due to inclement weather, 
there being a continuous fog over the island for clmost an entire week. 

The monthly athletic mee+ of Fort Crockett was held Jan, 29th, the 60th Sere 
vice Squadron for the second consecutive month winning the pennant with its assoc- 
insted additional privileges. Spring baseball has started, the Q.M. Dept. taking 
the lead in building its own baseball diamond on the parade ground at Fort Crockctt. 
With the early arrival of Spring on the Gulf, the number of golf pleyers among *he 
officers has increased, with its attendant rivalry and bragging. Other activities. - 
include fishing and curt bathing, which has just commenced, 

On February lst the Fort Crockett's Officers’ Mess was put in operation at the 
Air Corps building, The mess at present consists of about 16 members, served by a 
Chinese caterer. On Thursday night the mess serves about 30 guests at chop suey 
dinner, Visiting pilots are extended the courtesy of three meals at the expense of 
the Air Corps Slub, 

The Air Corps Club Building, completed a short time ago, is now being enlarged 
with a wing on the east end, and is being completely enclosed on three sides by a 
wide screened porch overlooking the Gulf beach, 

Cross-country flights to Kelly Field were made by Set. Wm. M. McConnell in a 
Cel; Lieut. R.W. Harper with Private Parsons in an 0-2; Lisut. @.C McGinley with 
Staff Sgt. H. Lipp; Lieut, H.S. Vandenburgh in an 0-2; Set. E.A.Browm with Staff Sgt. 
Hightower; to El Paso, Texas, Lieut.A.H. Foster with Sot. Wiseman, returning via 
Kelly Field. 

Flying Cadet Frank K. Park, 8th Attack Sqdn., left for New York to board a 
transport for his new station in the Panama Canal Dept, 


3rd Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Texes, March 7th. 





The Group Parachute Officer recently conducted aservine test on a parachute 
liquid container and several deys later ancther testvon a parcchute foed cui« ner. 
From appearances, both tests were satisfactory, but the official report or whe 
tests is not yet known. 

Training of the personnel of the Group during the past fifteen devs consisted 
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ef:(n) Asrial Treining -- Formation and dumay bombing; formation simuluted machine 
gun training; formation flying; attack raids, applying the principles of attack 
tactics against ground targets; flicht training of Air Cerns versonnel; ercss- 
country flying: (b) Ground Training -- Combat orders and Field Service Regulations 
for commissioned personnel and instruction and practice for both commissioned and 
enlisted personnel as required in the performance of their duties in the unit; also 
recruit instruction for ail men with less than six months service. 

Cross-country flights were made by the following personnel: 2nd Lt. H.M.Turner, 
pilot, with lst Lt, C.R. MacIver to Kelly Field; lst Lt. Floyd A. Lundell with Corp, 
Lupton to Kelly Field; Flying Cadet W.W.Gross to Bartlett, Texas; 2nd Lt. H.S, Van- 
denberg to Kelly Field, returning with Lt.Gibson of that field; 1st Lt. W.R.Sweeley 
with Sgt. Hines to Kelly Field; 2nd Lt. K.W. Boyd with Pvt. Ritchie to Kelly Field; 
and Lt. G .C McGinley to Kelly Field, ferrying Lt.H.S. Vendenverg to that station, 

Flying Cadet. E.A, Cabana, pilot, with Private Sebatole as passenger, started = 
a cross-country flight to Kelly Field, Feb. 12, but duse to motor trouble was forced 
to land ebout 20 miles from this station. Cadet Cabana had been flying at an alti- 
tude of approximately 150 feet due to lew clouds and fog, and when his motor failed 
had very little time in which to maneuver for a safe landing, In avoiding 4 col- 
lision with a house directly in the path of the airplane he hit a telephone pole 
and landed on a fence, wrecking the airplane and tearing dow several hundred feet 
of fence, Cadet Cabana and Pvt. Sebatole escaped wninjured and returned to this 
station by automobile, | 

Lt. H.W.Anderson with Lt. W.E. Baker made a cross-country flight from Galveston 
to Pensacola, Fla. Lt. Anderson returned solo, stopping at New Orleans en route. 

"Lt, RF, Stearley and Lt. G.A, McHenry riade a cross-country flight to Kelly 
Field, returning the following day. 

The Third Attack Grouv was inspected under full field equipment on Feb. 12th, 
followed by pitching of sheitsr tents and display of equipment. 

' Lt. Wm. R. Sweeley left this station February 14th on two weeks' leave of 
absence, touring by automobile. 

Lt. Hoyt S, Vandenberg, who was on detached service for several weeks.in con- 
nection with the filming of the motion picture "Wings", will return to this station 
shortly, his plane, a Curtiss C-1 being overhauled at Sen Antonio. | . 

_ The regular season of pistol target practice for the Group commenced Feb, 10th, 
and will be completed April 10th. A pistol renge was instelled between the paradé 
ground of Fort Crockett and the Gulf Seawall. 

A new baseball diamond was constructed on the post for the coming season. | 

The monthly Athletic Meet, held Feb. 26th wes by far the most successful yet 
held from the standpoint of interest, enthusiasm and athletic excellence. The 60th 
Service Squadron won the meet, the 90th Attack Squadron running second and the 6th 
Attack,third, This is the third consecutive month that the 60th won the pennant, 
with its accompanying special privileges. i+ ty] S . 

Colonel James R. Pourie, Quaitermaster General of the 8th Corps Area, visited 
Fort Crockett. for two days in February, making an inspection of ell buildings rela- 
tive to plans for a 1927 C.M.T, Camp. Later advices indicate that the camp will 
not be held at Fort Crockett this year. 

Lieut.-Commander J,H. Ingram, U.S Navy, visited Fort Crockett on Feb. 18th, 
expressing interest in the post radio installation. :4 

Flying Cadet F.V. Tompkins, accompanied by Mrs. Tompkins, left Fort Crockett 
March 4th for New York to board a transport for Honolulu where he will be assigned 
a new station in.the Hawaiian Department. 

The Air Corps Club of Fort Crockett, installed in its new club house, is prov~ 
ing itself valuable to officer personnel in every way. A new wing ‘is ‘being added 
to the club, as well as a wide porch, adjacent to Galveston's seawall boulevard, 
with the 3rd Attack Group private bathing beach immediately below. . 


Headquarters, 2nd Division,Air Corns ,Fort San Houston, Tex., March 8th. 





The 12th Observation Squadron had a discouraging experience attempting to com 
plete the annual practice in aerial gunnery. The work of constructing buildings, 
the training for the annual Corps Area inspection, and-the reguler observation mis 
sions with the troops of the Second Division all contributed +o making a special 
expedition to Fort Crockett for aerial gunnery out of the question. It was. there- 
fore decided to eliminate tow target firing and use the rifle range at Camp bullis, 
15 miles away, for firing the "B" course, TR 440-40, At first the ships based at 
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Camp Stanley, five miles further north, for clearing jams and reloading, but due 
to the limited time available and the lerge number of Kelly Field students flying 
from that field it was decided to clear a small field at Camp Bullis, just off the 
rifle range. 

In the meantime, bad weather interrupted operations for several days, long 
enough for the rats at Cemp Bullis to eat up a considerable portion of the "Cc" 
targets. When flavored nicely with paste, targets seem to make a very palatable 
food for rats. One can imagine the delight with which Lieut. Ogden and Sgt. Carr 
caught one of the rodents red-handed and exterminated part of the nuisance. 

The weather finally cleared and it seemed as though the pilots and one observ- _ 
er would be able to complete the course in short order, when, before the first clear 
day had only just begun, a stiff norther blew in, We tried to fire anyway, but even 
with the targets roped and staked they insisted upon taking off without power, end. 
once more operations ceased. The weather continued to prevent operations, until 
now there are only three days left before the foot troops will be marching to Bullis 
for their annual rifle practice, Such is the record of the 1927 aerial gunnery 
practice. C'est la guerre} 

In a detached squadron the pebsonnel’ required for duties classed as overhead 
are of such number that unless the squadron is kept up to full strength it is dif- 
ficult to carry on all the functions normally expected of the organization. The 
squadron was therefore fortunate in having its depleted roster augmented by 23 re- 
cruits, which has put. it over the top in strength. 


Camp Nichols, Rizal, P I., February 8th. 





6th Photo Section: The Photo Section was the scene of feverish activity dur- 
ing the past month due to Division Maneuvers. Severel mosaics were laid covering 
the theatre of operations, transported and dropped by airplane to the forces in 
the field, Flying time for photography of approximately le hours was accomplished 
to cover this period, 
Flight "B", 2nd Observation Squadron: During the early part of the month the 
Flight participated in the Joint Army and Navy Maneuvers, reconnaissance flights 








performed during these maneuvers were very successful and the missions carried out 


to the satisfaction of all concerned. 

‘From January 10th to 19th the Flight participated in the Annual Philippine 
Division Maneuvers, with headquarters at Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburg, .The person- 
nel consisted of Capt. D.B.Howard, lst Lts. © .C Chauncey , Hez McClellan, H.A.Bivins, 
F.I,Patrick, S.P, Mills, A.S .Albro ,H »P.Rush, 2ndLt. P.W.Wolf, Warrant Officer BH. 
Mills and Pal enlisted men. The cominissioned personnel went to Clark Field and re- 
turned via air, while the enlisted personnel used trucks for transportation. Six 
DH-4B's comprised the flying equipment from Camp Nichols, all servicing of planes 
being accomplished by facilities available at Clark Field. The Operations Office 
for the maneuvers was established in the Radio Hut at Clark Field. This proved 
ideal in that all missions were expedited due to no delay in receipt of communica 
tions, 

From Jan. 19th to Feb. lst preparations for record practice in aerial gunnery 
were carried out, 

66th Service Squadron: The Electrical Dept. under Staff Sgt. Andrew F. Nygard, 
has been working over time installing 12-volt systems on DH-4's. The ships are to 
be used in conjunction with the Coast Artillery searchlight practice, 

First Sgt. Luther Warren was ordered to Langley Field, Va., and Sgt. Albert 
Rothstein to Mitchel Field, N.Y., via the Panama Canal. Sgt. Thomas Canfield was 
ordered to Brooks Field and Set. Delmar G. Lee to Kelly Field, Texas. All these 
men returned to the United States on the February transport, We wish them luck at 
their new stations. 

Master Sgt. Wm.B, Pulliam took on another three years and a 3 months’ furlough 
at the same time, At present he is touring the Southern Islands. 

28th Bombardment Squadron: The Squadron participated in the Division Manou- 
vers, Jan, 9th to 10th. Three NBS-1's simulated three flights of three airplanes 
Gach proceeded to. Clark Field and established base. 

Flight "A", represented by Capt. Seaton and Lieut, Corkille, bombing team #1; 








Flight "BY, represented by Lts, Lundberg and Bond, bombing team #2; Flight “C", 


represented by Lts. Koontz and Carr, bombing team "43, 
Their first mission was a raid on the enemy's supply base at San Fernando. 
Flight "C" took off at 8:35, climbed to 4,000 ft. flying southwest and anpreacned 
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the target from the west, bombed the objective at 9:00 P.M., anti-aircraft lights 
came on at 8:59, 

Flight "B" took off at 8:50 P os and approached the target seein the east, 
bombed the objective at 9:01 P.M. light "A" took off at 3:50 and approached the 
terget from the North, bombed the mae at 9:05 P.M, from an altitude of 500 feet, 
Bombing was simulated, the force of attack consisting of six 300. demolition bombs 
to each airplane, a total of 54 bombs being delivered on the objective, 

All flights delivered their attack and: got: away without any of the ships being 
picked up by searchlights. On Jan. 10th a second raid was made on the same base, 
Flight "C" took off at 1:30 A.M., climbed to 4000 feet, appreached the target from 
the southwest, and attacked the. obj ective at 1:50 A.M. Flight "B" took off at 1:35 
A. M., climbed to 3000 feot and appraached the target from the southeast, attacking 
objective at 2:00 A.M, Flight "A" took off at 1:47 A.M., approached the target 
from the north and attacked objective from an altitude of 10C0 feet at 1:59 AM. 

Both reids were a complete success, all ships functioning satisfactorily, the 
cooperation and morale of pessonmnel being excellent. The results, of attack assumed. 
to be the destruction of enemy supply base, silencing of anti-aircraft batteries 
and general demobilization of the enemy,’ 


Lt. Walthall departed on D.S. for 30 days, visiting the Southern Islands, 


Clerk Field, Camp Stotsenbure, P.I., Feb. 8th. 





January was a very busy month for the personnel of this field, With the end. 
ing of the holidays preparetions for the annual maneuvers. begen at once, ‘The -Army 


and Navy Maneuvers were followed by the Division Maneuvers and then the 60th CAC, 


(A.A.) came to Stotsenburg for annual anti-aircraft practice. 

The 3rd Pursuit Squadron sent out scouting planes over the China Sea and Pa- 
cific coasts of Luzon on Tan, 6th, and.on the following day a formation of nine 
airplanes made a successful surprise attack on Corregidor. On the return flight 
from Corregidor Lieut. McMullen was forced dowm into a cane patch about 20 miles — 
southwest of Clark Field, and due to a sunken road between two short fields nosed 
over, Slightly damaging the plane. Lt. McMullen was not injured. On Jan. 10th 
the Squadron simulated attack aviation operations agains+ the Division on the march, 

The Third Pursuit Squadron has been flying anti-aircraft missions since Jan- 
Wary 25th with the usual amount: of flying for long periods and eat odd times during 
the days and nights with a tow target, -° 

Sgt. Lambert J. Sherin, Privates Arthur A, Johnson, Edward T, Barrett and 
Jerome G. Hibbard were scheduled to leave for the States in February. 

Master Sgt. Wm.C. Hunter, 3rd Pursvit Squadron, will be retired from active 
service Feb, 1, 1927, He has been in the Army since Octover 13, 1900. From the 
date of iis entry into the service until Oct. 21, 1912, Sgt. Hunter was in.the In- 
fantry. He then transferred to‘the lst Aéro Squadron.and finiehned his time in the 
Air Corps. Sgt. Hunter arrived at Clark Field with the first detachments in August, 
1919, when the field was under construction, and remained until his retirement, 
His Aven to the Squadron is regretted, and the personnel extend to him congrowee 
tions on his excellent record and well earned retiroment, 


Kindley Fiéld, Fort Mills; P.I., February 3th, 





Capt. Louis R. Knight rejoined and assumed command of the 2nd, bright eyed’ 
and refreshed from a holiday sojourn at the Army's famous old watering place 


"mongst the pines at Baguio and; although he failed ‘to accomplish the coveted hole © 


in one, is highly enthused over the excellent golfing at the resort. 

Lieut. Mark H, Redman wound up his duties at Kindley Field and Repexted for — 
his new station, the Philippine Air Depot, Camp Nichols, Rizal. 

Lt. Arthur Thomas is off on a period of detached service seeing a bit of the 
Islands prior to his scheduled departure from this land of sunshine to his homeland 
on the next transport, due to sail Feb, 16th. 

Captain Knight Does His Stuff : 

On a pebble strewn stretch of sandy beach, bathed in the glow of a soft and 
mellow moonlight and, from the side, by the brilliance of a battery of flood lights, 
with the gentle music of the South Channel waves lapping the sand as an overiure, 
was enacted an enjoyable "get-together" on the evening of the 29th, when Cant, 
Knight brought himself into prominence as a provider of. novel entertainment by giv- 
ing a beach party for the officers and ladies of the field, with Capt. and lirs.E... 
Adler, Capt, and Mrs, Dudley B, Howard and Lt, and Mrs. James W. Hemmond, week-end 
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guests from Camp Nichols, also vresent, 

With a field ranze established on the old pier at the south hangars, Capt. 
Knight, even though long since famous as a confirmed epicure, proved beyond a doubt 
that he's a real connoisseur of good eats by providing a seemingly endless round of 
such tasty appetite pacifiers as hamburgers, hot dogs, rolls, salads and trimnings 
and other knick-knacks., That the consensus of opinion carried the party as a real 
treat, not from the mere standpoint of the chow provided but in the sense that it 
furnished a welcomé deverture from the "cut 'n dried" forms of waherteeanee usu- 
ally prevailing on the Rock, goes without sayinc, 

Exploring the Mysteries of Carebso Isle, or Twenty Thousand Dives Under the Sea. 

Winding up the required inspection of outposts, five post officers with their 
wives and three days' provisions, 15 life preservers and a lot of nerve, boarded 
the "Osprey" and told Skivper Tate to make Fort Frank. 

‘Twas too rough to land at Fort Frank's one wharf so the good ship was put into 
an inlet on the lee side of Carabao. Sam Mills, officially and supposedly interest- 
eu in mooring our boat, was seen pushing a camera around a large boulder as the s 
modern Swiss Family Robinson did their best to negotiate a sixty degree slope. 

Following a complete inspection of the Fort, “conducted by Lieuts, Burns and 
McLean , Coast Artillery, the visitors played bridge, horseshoes and Kelly Pool until 
about four thirty in the afternoon when it was decided to make a try for Kindley 
Field, That there were babies crying and an anxious C.0. we were sure. 

The "Osprey" reared, pitched and dived. Those who had not had enough exercise 
on the cliffs and the thousené and one steps and stairs, soon equalized with bailing. 
Where the boat received its name is not known, but it must, at some time, have been 
mothered by a submarine, 

Too scared to be ill, we slid up against the home station just as the motor 
said “Phut-phut" and passed out. Future outpost inspections will be made on “ration” 
boats. 

The Annual Joant Army and Navy Maneuvers, held during the war condition period, 
demanded much attention. on the 6th, 7th and 8th. The squadron participated by fly- 
ing reconnaissance missions over an area of 20 miles north, south and west of Cor- 
regidor, The prompt location of, and reports made to the Harbor Defense Commander 
as to the strength and movements of the "enemy fleet" called for and received ‘much 
commendation from the powers that be. 

That the statement set forth in the November News Letter that Kindley Field 
was out for the express purpose of copping the trophy in the Detachment Baseball 
League of Fort Mills, and the prediction then made that it would attain its goal 
was no vain boast, is attested by the official results recently published which 
shows the Air Corps, as represented by the 2nd Squadron, with 1,000 percent-- and 
all scheduled games played. The team is now dilligentiy keeping in tune for a crack 
at the Fort Mills championship and we are all optimistic enough to believe that 
they will bring that trophy home, too, 





Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., March 15th. 





In the last issue of the News Letter it was stated that Lieut. L.C. Mallory 
had to ground loop his plane in order to keep from-running into Lieut. Thad C, 
Johnson while landing in formation. This was in error, as at the time this incident 
occurred Lieut. Johnson was on leave, ie 

Lieut. Gregg arrived from Kelly Field where he has been on duty in connection 
with the filming of the motion picture "Wings". He flew to Selfridge via Columbus, 
Ga.; Maxwell Field;lNashville, Tenn,; and McCook Field, 

On March Sth a flight of planes under tommand of Major Lanphier flew over 
Detroit about 10:30 A.M. in the course of regular maneuvers. The flight was un- 
usual in that about 20 planes took part in it, while ordinarily before this flight 
only 12 to 15 planes were the most that could be seen at one time in the vicinity 


of Selfridge Field, 


Lieut. Hopkins made a parachute jump from a JNS plane piloted by Lieut, Finch. 
The jump was made from an altitude of 2600 feet, and Lieut, Hopkins landed near the 
edge of the Clinton River, 


Lieut, Ogden Goodell, AC-Res. was ordered from his home, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
to active duty at Selfridge Field, for a period. of 4 months from March lst. 


l6th Observation Squadron, Fort Riley, Kansas, 


Flying activities during the last month at Marshall Field varied from -attempt— 
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ing to locate bank robbers to vroteéting pavroll convoy. 

Lieut, James li. Bevans flew a Curtiss O-1 to Chanute Field to take an enlisted 
man there for a school course. ee 

On Feb, 24th tro planes were ettached to Cavalry forces for maneuvers: one 
plane.:being assigned to a squadron of Cavalry. Lieut. Homer ©, Munson piloted a 
DH and Lieut. R.E.Randall an 0-2. Cavalry officers were detailed as observers. The 
nature of the airplane mission was reconnaissance. 

Pilots at Marshall Field made a number of service tests on the Curtiss 0-1 and 
O-l<A, 

Now that the usin Kansas winter weather has passed, the aerial observation 
course in connection with the Cavalry School is resumed,. The remaining two aerial 
observation missions for the students in the Cavalry School concerns G-4, and in- 
cludes 7 cities surrounding Fort Riley, In order that difficulties in grading the 
reports can be minimized, aerial photographic mosaics were made of these 7 cities 
by Set. Dawkins with Lieut. A.L. Jewett and Sgt. | Walsh and Sgt. Wagner with Lieut, 
ilarvey F. Dyer. j 

After a-series of hard fought games the Air Corps “copped" the post champion- 
ship pennant in basketball this season, the first time in Fort Riley athletic his- 
tory that the aviators wrested a championship from the Carairymen, The victory 
was gained in'a close match between Troop C, 2nd Cavalry, and the aviators, 9ach 
team heying lost only one game during the season, necessitating a playoff between 
the two teams. The aviators wen by the score of 22 to 18, Lest yeer they lost the 
championship by a one geme margin to Troop F, 2nd Cavalry. The letter men on the 
team were Lt. Fisher, Pvts. brady, Coons, Hamilton, Costa, berknarts Moore , Blacke 
wood and Glanzer, 

The Air Corps “Non-Coms" bowling team started strong, but hard luck came onan 
in the season. Some of the bowlers were sick in hospital which waterially weakened 
the team,- The. old veteran "Abe" Ruef finished with the second highest score of the 
post, average 166. "Abe" says he is, getting old and his arm "Ain't what it used to 
be", He is our new Flight Chief, heving: joined us as replacement for Master Sgt. 
Harry Secord, ‘who retired. 

Prospects look good for a fast air Corps baseball team this season, which 
threatens ‘the Cavalrymen with the loss of'-another pennant. Some of our cld base- 
ball stock who were discha irged some time ago decided that "this orgonization is the 
best place that they have seen, and have come back to the fold. These additions, 
with the fine materials we alreddy -have, promises some keen competition this season, 
The warm spring days we are heving occasicnally has brought some of the boys out 
with their gloves to-get ‘their arms in shape. 

At the Air Corps Club party on Feb. 23rd. given Lieut. - Mrs, Homer. C. Munson, 
the Air Corps officers and their wives gave a novel silver fruit dish to. Lieut. 


Ralph E, Fisher and his bride for a‘wedding present. The party was given, at the 


ilurison residence in Junction City, and a good time was had by. all. 


Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla. , March 18th. 





Captain A.W. Stevens temporarily suspended operations on his photographic 
project at Fort Bragg in order to comply with orders directing his travel by rail 
to McCook Fisld, The exact nature of his assignment at Dayton was not divulged, 
but from all indications it-involved experimeritation in photcgrephy. Captain 
Stevens was absent from Pope Field about ten days and upon his resurn reported con- 


“siderable excitement at McCook such as mid-air expiesiens and the like. 


Lieut. Ward F, Robinson recently returazad from Chanute Field where he success- 
fully completed the Armarent course of the Air Corps Technical Schcol. Almost ime 
mediately he availed himself of a ten days' leave of absense and, in company with 
Mrs. Robinson, departed for points South. Before leaving on his vacation, however, 
he managed to wedge in a cross-country to Washington and return. Lieut. Claire 


_ Stroh accompanied him on the Washington flight. 


Field Service Section, Materiel Division, Fairfield, 0., Feb. 28th. 





In order to assist in maintenance problems and supply difficulties throughout 
the Air Corps, the Field Service Section is being. more frequezeiy called upon to 
send representatives for the purpose of assisting the field crrenacastions in prove 
lems and difficulties of this. sort. Mr. Cherles H. Colder and Mr, Welliam D. kaa 


~°e 


nedy recently returned from an extended trip to Mitchel Field and Lencloy Fiela. 
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From the expression of opinions of the Commanding Officers of these stations they 
rendered a great deal of assistance to the local Fngineering and Supply Officers, 
At the present time Mr. Marley end Mr. Longletz of this office are at Middletowm 
Depot for the same purpose, and Messrst Calder and Kennedy recently reported to 
Keliy Field for a two weeks’ stay to assist that station in straightening out pres- 
ent supply difficulties, 

Major George H. Brett visited the Middletown Air Intermediate Depot to confer 
with Major Weaver regarding the work to be carried on at Middletown during the «=: . 
spring and summer, 

Lieuts. Barney M. Giles and Omer 0. Niergarth ferried P-1A airplanes from 
Garden City, New York, to Wright Field, 

An Air Corps Basic Tables Revision board met each day at the Field Service Sec- 
tion from January 1fth to 24th, the following being members of the Board: Major 
Henry H. Arnold, President; Major George H. Brett; Captains Vincent B. Dixon, Ralph 
H. Wooten, Harold McClelland, Wm, D. Wheeler; lstLieuts, Earl S. Hoag, Clayton L. 
3issell, Roy W, Camlin, Delmar H. Dunton, Harold Lee George and Ralph F, Stearley. 
Lieut. Omer 0, Niergarth was the Recorder. 

In addition to the above, Lieuts. Ira R, Koenig and Harry G. Montgomery were 
detailed to serve as advisers on Lighter-than-Air equipment, at the request of the 
President of the Board. Mr. Leon Armour was also directed to be present at all 
sessions of the Board, 

The Board reviewed carefully reports and correspondence which had been submit- 
ted, pertaining to the important and difficult subjedt of Basic Tables of Allowances. 
Revision of existing circulars-was considered, and it is hoped that the results of 
the conference will be made available to the Air Corps in the near future, 

In the preparation of illustrated Air Corps Catalogs, it is essential that a 
representative of the Field Service Section be present at the factory during the 
production period in order to secure all necessary information and suitable photo- 
graphs. Mr. Neff of this office is now at the Curtiss Airplane and Motor Company, 
Garden City, Long Island, N.Y., getting the necessary data for the compilation of 
Catalogs showing up-to-date changes in the 0-1 and P-1 types and to secure addition- 
al information for the preparation of a catalog for the new AT-4 training plane. 


Wright Field, Fairfield, Ohio, March list. 


Assistant Secretary of the Navy Warner and Assistant Sedretaryt of War .Davison 
were visitors at Dayton recently. Secretary Warner was honored with a dinner, at 
the Engineers' Club, and sometime later Sectetary Davison was the guest of honor at 
a banquet on February 25th at McCook Field. Both of these events were largely at- 
tended by officers from Wright Field. 

Major and Mrs. A.W, Robins entertained at luncheon on February 25th, the guest 
of honor being Secretary Davison. , 

Lieut. C.C.Nutt and Capt, A.H.Thiessen returned Feb.15th after 10 days’ trip to 
Langley ,Mitchel. and Bolling Fields,for the purpose of coordinating the meteorologie 
esi work at these stations, . 

_. Lieuts, Crane, Cornelius and Taylor arrived from Selfridge Field,Feb.2lst, each 

palot: bringing a Pl-A to be overhauled at the Fairfield’Air Intermediate Depot. Lt. 


ee Feb, 22nd in another Pl-A which he left at the repair shops for 
overhaul. 





Capt. Edward Laughlin, Engineer Officer, and Lt. H.A. Bartron, Depot Supply Of- 
ficer. returned to the Depot Feb. 16th after an extended aerial tour to the differs 
ent s ations in this Control Area. The purpose of the trip was to acquaint them- 
Selves with the peculiar conditions at each station and to give such counsel and as-~ 
Sistance as “— be required by Engineer and Supply officers at all activities. 

_ Several additional quarters are being repaired and remodeled for the use of 
Wright Field officers, i 

Mr. Robert Hancock, from the Pittsburgh Airport, recently took a course of in- 
struction at the Parachute Department. : , 

Mr, Elmer J.Briggs, foreman of the Engine Repair at San Antonio Air Intermed- 
late Depot, was at this station for a week in January, the particular object of his 
trip being to familiarize himself with the methods of overhaul of Curtiss D-12 en- 
ginss, as carried on at the Fairfield Depot. ; 

' Five Pl-B airplanes were ferried from the Curtiss factory at Garcen City ,Long 
igland,to Wright Field early in February,by the following pilots from thiststaticn: 


. Capt.John G.Colgan; Lts. B.M.Giles,0.0.Niergarth,Chas.W.O'Connor and F.E.Cheatle. 


.. -Bowling averages on the Post Gynasium for vader Nov.1,1926, to February 15, 
127, are as follows: the seven highest in each division being given: Lt,Bariron, 
163; Maj.Robins, 162; W.0.Brewer,161; Lt.Hamlin,159; Capt,Lauchlin,151; Li. Soevage, 
151; Lt. Stewart,150, Ladies -= Mrs.Robins,135; Mrs. Browmm,132; Mrs.Myers, 152; 
Mrs, Van Pelt ,123; Mrs.Thickstun,117; Mrs.Dunlap,114; Mrs.Doorsy,103, Tnlisted men- 
Pyt Highie ,163;Pvt.Britch,163; Pvt.Sherman,157; Sgt.Flynn,154: Szt,Pielemeier ,152; 
gt Dooney ,146; Civilians -- Messrs, Van Pelt,i76; Stephens,153; Wiilianvs,141; F. 
Harris,137;T .H.Brown,135 ;Hargrave ,133;Myers,126, Individual high game, Mrs. Myers, 
207; Pvt. Britch, 253. 
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